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In the Numismatic Chronicle for 2013, A. Bursche put forward the proposition that the
imperial treasury was seized by the Goths when in A.D. 251 they crushed the Roman army
at Abritus.! Most of the plundered Roman gold was presumably in the form of coin (ingots
are neither excluded nor confirmed). This gold has now been traced with some confidence
to archaeological sites of the Wielbark and the Chernyakhiv cultures, in particular to
grave assemblages dated to the second half of the 3rd c. (phase C1b-C2 of the Late Roman
period).? This had even broader consequences, since the capture of an enormous amount
of gold by the barbarians could have been the immediate cause of the deterioration of the
aureus under Decius’ successors.?

The conclusion that the Roman imperial treasury was captured by the Goths at Abritus
is based chiefly upon analysis of the evidence of coin finds, above all the aurei of Decius
and his immediate predecessors recovered from barbarian contexts and then those iden-
tified in museum collections. These finds evidently cluster in Pomerania, E Poland and
W Ukraine, territories settled in the second quarter of the 3rd c. by people of the Wielbark
culture, and in the territory of the Chernyakhiv culture. Outside this area, and includ-
ing the territory of the empire itself, the same finds category is hardly recorded. Nearly
all of the coins are pierced, the hole having been made from the obverse, usually above
the emperor’s head, but some of them were cut up. The analysis of large numismatic col-
lections from east-central Europe has also shown that pierced aurei are mostly issues of
Decius. According to the first-named author, the crucial argument validating the proposi-
tion that the aurei of that period derive from plunder is that they had been deliberately cut
up. This was a practice commonly employed by Germanic troops with regard to plunder,
one that is documented forcefully in the bog deposits of the Baltic Sea region, particularly
S Scandinavia.* The materials and conclusions presented in 2013 were expanded upon to
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some extent in 2018 by Bursche with B. Niezabitowska when they published gold coin
finds, one of them a cut-up aureus of Decius, recovered from a grave assemblage at Ulow
in Tomaszow Lubelski district, SE Poland.> Meanwhile, in two Russian-language publica-
tions® K. Mersrus reported on many new finds, adding to the materials originally presented
by Bursche. Among these were 56 recent finds of aurei from Ukraine which he attributed
to the outcome of the Battle of Abritus.” The same author then analysed their geographic
spread,® noting the absence of aurei of this time horizon east of the Dnieper (Auirpo) river.
In his view, this was explainable by the differences between the archaeological cultures on
that river’s two banks around the middle of the 3rd c.” In the light of the most recent analy-
sis by M. /to6udes (M. Lyubichev),! to the east of the Dnieper the Chernyakhiv culture is
observed in its mature form only from the beginning of the 4th c.

The proposition concerning the capture by the Goths at Abritus of the imperial treasury
has met with a favourable reception.!! Here we propose to argue our case further using
a larger pool of new, partly-still-unpublished sources (archaeological and numismatic in
particular) from central and W Ukraine, to present a broader background and show the
repercussions of this incident. A new source, invaluable for our purpose, is the so-called
Scythica Vindobonensia (see below). In addition, we mean to make an in-depth comparative
analysis of the steadily growing pool of cut-up aurei, even of cut-up gold multipla, recov-
ered on the territory of the Roman empire;!? these are analysed in the Appendix.

Our focus is on what is today north and east Poland, western Belarus and Ukraine. We
shall start by describing the archaeological, numismatic and written sources relevant to

5 A. Bursche and B. Niezabitowska, “Two antique gold coins from Uléw in Roztocze,” in
B. Niezabitowska-Wisniewska et al. (edd.), Studia barbarica, vol. II (Lublin 2018) 249-61.
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[Bande] 2; Xapskos 2019) 184-85 and 254.
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Imperio Romano: textos de Morstein-Marx, Rosenstein, Mattingly, Ziolkowski, Grey y Drinkwater (La
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iscrizione recentemente scoperta in Palazzo Vecchio a Firenze,” CahGlotz 19 (2019) 73-86.

12 R. Raynaund, “Les aurei découpés, catalogue et étude,” Bull. Cercle d’Etudes Numismatiques
47.2 (2010) 246-63; “Les aurei découpés: supplément 1, Gordien III,” ibid. 48.1 (2011) 335; “Les
aurei découpés: supplément 2, Auguste, Gallien,” ibid. 48.3 (2011) 388-90; “Les aurei découpés:
supplément 3, Maximin II Daia,” ibid. 49.1 (2012) 31-32; “Les aurei découpés: supplément 5,
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our topic, followed by a comparative analysis and conclusions which may have significant
implications for historical interpretation, problems in numismatics and archaeology, as
well as for some issues of methodology.

Archaeology

Around the middle of the 3rd c. A.D., we observe significant changes in the archaeologi-
cal map of settlement in east-central Europe which in their origin go back a century or so
earlier. This proposal is substantiated in the first place by horizons of cemeteries that we
can attribute to specific archaeological cultures, since settlement sites have not been suffi-
ciently investigated archaeologically and afford no chronological markers. The second half
of the 2nd c. (the so-called phase B2/C1 in the central-European chronological system) is
a time of decline for cemeteries on the right bank of the middle Vistula, cemeteries previ-
ously used by the people of the archaeological Przeworsk culture. These communities are
commonly identified with the tribal confederation of the Lugii, the Lugiorum nomen of the
written sources, who would later become the Vandals.!? These burial sites are replaced,
on a wider scale from the early 3rd c. onwards (during phase Cla), by cemeteries and
settlements of the Wielbark culture people, which spread as far as Boauncska oblast'* (NW
Ukraine). The new cemeteries in that region were being established in the same period as
that in which the mortuary sites used by communities of the Wielbark culture fell out of use
across much of N Poland, in Pomerania and northern ‘Greater Poland” in particular. These
gradually unfolding processes are widely understood to document a shift in settlement,
caused by the southeastwards migration of the Goths, previously established in the north.!>

13 K. Godlowski, “Gegenseitige Beziehungen zwischen der Wielbark- und der Przeworsk-Kultur.
Veranderungen ihrer Verbreitung und das Problem der Gotenwanderung,” in J. Kmiecinski
(ed.), Peregrinatio Gothica (Archaeologia Baltica VII; Lodz 1986) 125-52; id., “Germanische
Wanderungen im 3. Jh. v.Chr. bis 6. Jh. n.Chr. und ihre Widerspiegelung in den historischen
und archéologischen Quellen,” in E. Straume and E. Skar (edd.), Peregrinatio Gothica III
(Oslo 1992) 53-57; id., “Die Barbaren nordlich der Westkarpaten und das Karpatenbecken —
Einwanderungen, politische und militdrische Kontakte,” in Das rdmische Reich und seine Nachbarn
im Bereich der Karpaten (= Specimina Nova 11.1, 1994) 65-89; ]J. Kolendo, “Central Europe
and the Mediterranean world in the 1st-5th centuries A.D.” in P. Urbanczyk (ed.), Origins of
central Europe (Warsaw 1997) 5-21; id., “Die antiken Schriftquellen zur &ltesten Geschichte der
Wandalen,” in A. Kokowski and Ch. Leiber (edd.), Die Vandalen. Die Kénige, die Eliten, die Krieger
und die Handwerker (Holzminden 2003) 49-74; J. Andrzejowski, “The Przeworsk culture. A brief
story (for the foreigners),” in U. Lund Hansen and A. Bitner-Wréblewska (edd.), Worlds apart?
Contacts across the Baltic Sea in the Iron Age (Copenhgaen 2010) 59-110; B. Kontny, “Przeworsk
culture society and its long-distance contacts, AD 1-350,” in A. Rzeszotarska-Nowakiewicz
(ed.), The past societies. Polish lands from the first evidence of human presence to the Early Middle
Ages, 500 BC-500 AD, vol. 4 (Warszawa 2016) 165-73; J. Andrzejowski, “The Gothic migration
through Eastern Poland — the archaeological evidence,” in A. Cieslinski and B. Kontny (edd.),
Interacting barbarians: contacts, exchange and migrations in the first millennium AD (Neue Studien
zur Sachsenforschung 9, 2019) 225-37.

14 Oblast refers to the district in modern Ukraine.

15 Godlowski 1986 (supra n.13); R. Wolagiewicz, “Die Goten im Bereich der Wielbark-Kultur,” in
Kmiecinski (supra n.13) 63-98; Godlowski 1992 (supra n.13) 66; Godlowski 1994 (supra n.13);
Kolendo 1997 (supra n.13); A. Kokowski, “Die Mastomecz-Gruppe. Thre Chronologie und
Beziehungen innerhalb des gotischen Kulturkreises — Ein Beispiel fiir den kulturellen Wandel
der Goten im Verlauf ihrer Wanderungen,” BerRGK 78 (1997) 643-833; V. Bierbrauer, Archiologie
und Geschichte der Goten vom 1.-7. Jahrhundert (Frithmittelalterliche Studien 28, 1994) 76-98;
V. Bierbrauer, “Gepiden in der Wielbark-Kultur (1.-4. Jahrhundert n.Chr.)? Eine Spurensuche,”
in A. Wesse (ed.), Studien zur Archiologie des Ostseeraumes. Von der Eisenzeit zum Mittelalter
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Around the middle of the 3rd c. (phases C1b-C2), a new archaeological entity appar-
ently took form in the barbarian territories of SE Europe, one known as the Chernyakhiv
culture.’® The process of its emergence presumably began in the region between the mid-
dle Dniester (Auicrep) and the upper reaches of the Southern Bug.!” A decisive role in
these developments was played by people of the Wielbark culture.’® Artefacts found in
the earliest of the grave assemblages of the Chernyakhiv culture in this region (e.g., the
cemeteries at Pysxmuanka [Ruzhychanka], Yeprneais-Pycoknii [Cherneliv-Rus’kyi] and
Kocanis [Kosaniv]) date to phases Clb and C1b/C2, and greatly resemble forms known
from the Wielbark culture.!® Next to a pronounced element of the people of the Wielbark
culture which is noted at this early stage of the Chernyakhiv culture, some scholars have
recognized the impact of other Germanic communities, traced to the Przeworsk culture,?
Scandinavia,?! and some other population groups identified with Late Sarmatian and Late
Scythian societies.??

Both the Wielbark and the Chernyakhiv communities were bi-ritual in their burial
rites, practicing inhumation and cremation, the ratio of the two varying from one region
to the next. Unlike what is seen in the Przeworsk culture, male graves identified with the

(Neumdinster 1998) 389-403; M. Maczynska, “Wielbark-Kultur,” in Reallexikon der Germanischen
Altertumskunde 34 (2007) 1-20; A. Kokowski, “Die Wielbark-Kultur — Goten in Mittel- und
Osteuropa,” in Lund Hansen and Bitner-Wroblewska (supra n.13) 111-39; A. Cieslinski, “The
society of Wielbark culture, AD 1-300,” in Rzeszotarska-Nowakiewicz (supra n.13) vol. 4, 227-
28; Andrzejowski (supra n.13); A. Bitner-Wrdtblewska and M. Maczynska, “Hic Suebiae finis!
Die siidliche Ostseezone in der Spatantike und in der Volkerwanderungszeit,” in Ciesliniski and
Kontny (supra n.13) 21-36.

16  Bierbrauer 1994 (supra n.15) 98-117; Maromegos 2001, 134-39; A. Kokowski, “The Goths in
ca. 311 AD,” in A. Kaliff and L. Munkhammar (edd.), Wulfila 311-2011 (Uppsala 2013) 75-77;
cf. G. Fuchs-Gomolka (ed.), Die Sintana de Mures-Cernjachov-Kultur (Kolloquien zur Vor- und
Friihgeschichte 2; Bonn 1999).

17 Maromegos 2001, 139; M. b. IllyxuH, “@eHoMeH 4epHsIXOBCKOI Ky AbTYphl ®110x1 KoHcTanTnHa—
Koncranms, nam 4to Takoe YepHIX0BCKas KyabTypa?” Stratum plus 4 (1999) 68-69; id., I'omciuii
nymo. Fomvl, Pum u uepnaxosckas kyromypa (St. Petersburg 2005) 132.

18 Maromeaos 2001, 115-18; O. B. Illapos, “Pannssa ¢pasa geprsaxosckoii KyasTypsl,” in O. B. Illapos
(ed.), IlemepOypeckuii anoxpud. [locaanue om Mapxa (St. Petersburg 2011) 338. See also M. Strocen’,
“Z historii badan wczesnych stanowisk kultury czerniachowskiej,” Folia Praehistorica
Posnaniensia 19 (2014) 175-87.

19  O. A.Teit and . A. Baxkan, XpoHorozusl anoxu «20mckux noxodoé» (na meppumopuu Bocmouroi
Esponvt u Kaskasa) (Moscow 1997) 46; Ilyxua 2005 (supran.17) 132-33; Illapos 2011 (supra n.18)
328-33; O. B. I'onnkaao and A. C. Muaamescknii, “O cogep>KaHUM paHHETO ®Talla KyAbTYPHI
Yepmnsxos-CriHTaHa-ge-Myper,” in . I'. Casunos (ed.), Pannuil xeaesnuviil 6ex om pydexa ap 0o
cepedurvt I muic. 1.2. Junamuxa océoens Kyrvmyptozo npocmparicmea (St. Petersburg 2017) 44-45;
etal.

20 Maromezos 2001, 118-19.

21 J. Werner, “Danceny und Bangstrup. Untersuchungen zur Cernjachov-Kultur zwischen Sereth
und Dnestr und zu den 'Reichtumszentren’ auf Fiinen,” BJ 188 (1988) 241-86; B. Maromea0s,
“The Chernyakhov People’s contacts with Scandinavia and the Crimea,” in I. Chrapunov
and F.-A. Stylegar (edd.), Inter ambo maria: contacts between Scandinavia and the Crimea in
the Roman period (Simferopol 2011) 176-86; A. Kaliff, “The Goths and Scandinavia: contacts
between Scandinavia, the southern Baltic coast and the Black Sea area during the Early Iron
Age and Roman period,” in P. F. Biehl and Y.Yu Rassamakin (edd.), Import and imitation in
archaeology (Langenweissbach 2008) 223-41.

22 O.A.Ten, “TIpo6aema BbigeseHns cKiudO—capMaTCKUX D1€MEHTOB B Y€PHIXOBCKOIL Ky AbType,”
Stratum plus 4 (2001-2) 296-314; Maromeaos 2001, 120-24.
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Gothic communities are exceedingly rarely furnished with weapons, and contain a rela-
tively small number of iron objects.”®> A remarkable custom noted in a number of burials
of the Wielbark culture in phases C1-C2 is the deliberate defacement of grave-goods, prior
to their deposition in the grave, by cutting, breaking or forceful bending — gold objects
in particular. The best-known examples of this practice, dated to the first half of the 3rd
c., are cremation burials identified at Sapolno in Cztuchow district (Pomerania), where
fragments of a gold arm-ring of Scandinavian type were found inside a grooved bronze
cauldron, Eggers type 44;2* at Pilipki in Bielsk Podlaski district (E Poland), furnished with
cut-up gold jewellery deposited inside a heavily-defaced grooved bronze cauldron, again
of Eggers type 44 (fig. 1);?> at Czarnéwko in Lebork district (N Poland), where the grave
assemblage no. R373 included, inter alia, fragments of gold Pomeranian-type arm-rings
and yet another imported cauldron, Eggers type 44;% and in another burial at Brzostowo
in Pifa district (PL) which included 3 cut fragments of a gold ingot.?” In the assemblage
from an inhumation burial?® at Uldw, the aureus of Decius (struck for Herennia Etruscilla)
was found with cut-up gold wire and gold foil (fig. 2; map 1). Another assemblage, found

23 See the works cited in n.15: Wotagiewicz 1986; Kokowski 1997; Bierbrauer 1994, 82-117;
Bierbrauer 1998; Maczynska 2007; Kokowski 2010; Cieslinski 2016, 232-37.

24 E. Sprockhoff, “Ein ostgermanisches Brandgrab der romischen Kaiserzeit aus Sempohl,”
Mainzer Z. 23 (1928) 34-40; A. Bursche, “Moneta i kruszec w kulturze wielbarskiej w okresie
poznorzymskim,” Przeglgd Archeologiczny 31 (1983) 66-67; M. Przybyta, S. Voroniatov and
W. Bielawec, “Gold rings from Pilipki in Podlasie: some remarks on the connections between
the Wielbark culture and Scandinavia at the close of the Early and in the beginnings of the
Late Roman Period,” in B. Niezabitowska-Wisniewska et al. (edd.), Studia barbarica. Profesorowi
Andrzejowi Kokowskiemu w 65. rocznice urodzin (Lublin 2018) 162; J. Schuster, Czarndwko,
Fpl. 5. Acht Prunkgriber — Zeugnisse neuer Eliten im 2. Jh. n. Chr. im Ostseeraum (Monumenta
Archaeologica Barbarica XIX/2; Lebork-Warszawa 2018).

25  Among its contents: 23 fragments of a gold bracelet of the Pomeranian type, 2 fragments of a
gold ring of the Scandinavian type, 3 fragments of a gold, S-shaped clasp of Blume type B, 2
gold settings for oval inlays; 1 gold lunula; a tiny lump of melted gold. See C. A. Ayouncknit,
Omuem Apxeorozuveckoti Komuccuu 3a 1913-1916 z2. (Petrograd 1918) 166; J. Okulicz, “Studia
nad przemianami kulturowymi i osadniczymi w okresie rzymskim na Pomorzu Wschodnim,
Mazowszu i Podlasiu’,” Archeologia Polski 16 (1970) 468-69; B. B. Kponotkun, “BoraTtoe
norpeGenne y 4. ITmavmkm (beascknii yesa, beaocrorikoe soesoactso, IToarmma),” Archeologia
Polona 14 (1973) 331; K. Burek, Starozytnicy i archeolodzy. Z dziejéw badan archeologicznych
na Biatostocczyznie (Olsztyn 1977) 44-45; Bursche 1983 (supra n.24) 66-67; V. Bierbrauer,
“Ostgermanische Oberschichtgraber der romischen Kaiserzeit und des frithen Mittelalters,”
Archaeologia Baltica 8 (1989) 62-64; Z. L'vova and M. Séukin, “Ripostiglio (tomba?) di Pilipki,
Biatystok (Polonia),” in V. Bierbrauer, O. von Hessen and E. A. Arslan (edd.), I Goti (Milan 1994)
64-65; I'. Cemstauyk, “T'icropers ckapOy ¢ Bécku ITiainki,” Bel'ski gostinec” 4.2 (2001) 8-12; Przybyta
et al. 2018 (supra n.24); M. Przybyta, Pressblechverzierte spiitkaiserzeitliche Trachtbestandteile in
Siidskandinavien (Copenhagen 2018) 643 and 645; Schuster (supra n.24) 117-19.

26 M. Maczyniska and D. Rudnicka, “Ein Grab mit rémischen Importen aus Czarnéwko, Kr.
Lebork (Pommern),” Germania 82.2 (2004) 421-22; J. Schuster, “Ztoty wiek — Czarnéwko w
okresie wplywéw rzymskich i w okresie wedréwek ludéw,” in J. Andrzejowski and J. Schuster
(edd.), Okruch ztota w popiele ogniska... Starozytne nekropole w Czarnéwku i ich tajemnice (Lebork
2014) 53-90, figs. 66-67; Przybyta (supra n.25) 643-44; Schuster (supra n24) 17-19, pls. XVIII-XXL.

27 G.A. Criiger, Uber die im Regierungsbezirk Bromberg (Alt-Burgund) aufgefundenen Alterthiimer und
die Wanderstrassen romischer, griechischer, gothischer u. keltischer Heere von der Weichsel nach dem
Rhein (Mainz 1872) 25-26, 42, Tab. 2: 23-24; E. Blume, Die germanischen Stimme und die Kulturen
zwischen Oder und Passarge zur romischen Kaiserzeit. II. Teil: Material (Wiirzburg 1915) 143-44;
Schuster (supra n.24) 117-19.

28 Bursche and Niezabitowska 2018 (supra n.5) 249-61.
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Fig. 1. Cut-up arm-rings found in a
cremation grave at Pilipki in Bielsk w—

Podlaski district (PL) (after Przybyta et

al. 2018 [supra n.24] 160, fig. 1.1).

[} 3em

by amateurs, in the vicinity of Bepauropogok in Binnunska oblast (UA), consisted of cut
gold and a Hemmoor bucket.?” In this context it is worth recalling that within Barbaricum
gold arm-rings and finger-rings had the value of power insignia.>® Also worth noting is
that the deliberate destruction of grave-goods — weaponry in particular — was a tradition
widespread among Germanic peoples but apparently in evidence in cremation burials of
the Przeworsk culture.?! The same treatment was accorded to the spoils of war taken from

29

30

31

O. B. Iletpayckac and C. B. digenko, “3Haxigky puMchKuX pederi 3 nisHiuHOTO [Toiaas (HoBi
HaAxoJXeHHA A0 ¢poHais Harriomaasaoro myseto Ykpaiam),” Oium 6 (2019) 154, fig. 5.

J. Werner, “Der goldene Armring der Frankenkonigs Childerich und die germanischen Hand-
gelenkringe der jiingeren Kaiserzeit,” Friihmittelalterliche Studien 14 (1980) 1-49; K. Andersson,
“Romartida guldsmide i Norden III. Ovriga smycken, teknisk analys och verstadsgrupper,”
Aun 21 (Uppsala 1995); C. von Carnap-Bornheim and J. Ilkjeer, Illerup Adal, vols. 5-8, Die
Prachtausriistungen (Arhus 1996) 251-357; U. Lund Hansen, “Goldring,” in H. Beck and
J. Hoops (edd.) in Reallexikon der Germanischen Altertumskunde 12 (Berlin 1998) 345-61; ead.,
“Gold rings — symbols of sex and rank. Necklaces and bracelets in Scandinavia and Continental
Europe from the Late Roman and Migration periods,” in B. Magnus (ed.), Roman gold and the
development of the Early Germanic kingdoms. Aspects of technical, socio-political, socio-economic,
artistic and intellectual development, A.D. 1-550 (Stockholm 2001) 157-88; N. Lau, Pilgramsdorf/
Pielgrzymowo. Ein Fundplatz der rémischen Kaiserzeit in Nordmasovien. Eine Studie zu Archivalien,
Grabsitten und Fundbestand (Neumiinster 2012) 55-60; D. Quast, “Ein kleiner Goldhort der
jiingeren romischen Kaiserzeit aus Cernivci (ehem. Czernowitz / Cernauti) in der westlichen
Ukraine nebst einigen Anmerkungen zu goldenen Kolbenarmringen,” in M. Hardt and
O. Heinrich-Tamaska (edd.), Macht des Goldes, Gold der Macht. Herrschaft-und Jenseitsreprisen-
tation zwischen Antike und Friihmittelalter im mittleren Donauraum (Weinstadt 2013) 171-86;
Przybyta, Voroniatov and Bielawec 2018 (supra n.24); Przybyta et al. 2018 (supra n.25) 639-47;
Schuster 2018 (supra n.24) 117-20, tab. 2, with fig. 54.

K. Czarnecka and B. Kontny, “Traces of combat or traces of ritual destruction? The damage of
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Fig. 2. Grave assemblage found at Ulow in Tomaszow district (PL) (after Bursche and Niezabitowska 2018
[supra n.5] 254, fig. 3A): I (above): fragments of an aureus of Decius (for Herennia Etruscilla) and the place-
ment in the grave; II (below): cut-up gold items from the grave.

icm

the fallen enemy. Cut up, broken and forcibly-bent military gear was cast into lakes; it
has been recorded in bog sites mostly of the 3rd and 4th c. that have been identified in the
vicinity of the Baltic Sea.3

weapons in the Przeworsk Culture,” in H.-]. Schalles and A. W. Busch (edd.), Waffen in Aktion.
Akten der 16. ROMEC (Xantener Berichte 16, 2009) 29-40; B. Kontny, “The war as seen by an
archaeologist. Reconstruction of barbarian weapons and fighting techniques in the Roman
period basing on the analysis of weapon graves. The case of the Przeworsk Culture,” JRMES 16
(2009) 93-132; Kontny 2016 (supra n.13) 174-99.

32 J. Ilkjeer, Illerup Adal, vol. 1-2. Die Lanzen und Speere (Arhus 1990); id., Illerup Adal, vol. 3-4.
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Map 1. The distribution of grave assemblages with cut-up gold objects on the territory of the archaeological
cultures connected with Goths and their allies (after Schuster 2018 [supra n.26], 118, Abb. 54, with additions):
Right-hatched: area of the Wielbark culture in the mid-3rd to early 5th c. (after Cieslinski 2016 (supran.15) 225,
fig. 8). Left-hatched: area of the early Chernyakhiv culture in the second half of the 3rd c. (after Maromenos
2001, 287-88, figs. 88-89).

1: Czarnéwko (PL) 3: Brzostowo (PL) 5: Uléw (PL)

2: Sapolno (PL) 4: Pilipki (PL) 6: Beprauroponox (UA)

Many researchers believe that a major contribution to the emergence of the Chernyakhiv
culture was made by its warriors who took part in the Gothic invasions in the mid-3rd c.
O. A. Ten (O. A. Gey) and L. A. baxxan (I. A. Bahzhan) found that the medley of grave-
goods observed in burials of the early Chernyakhiv culture is likely to represent plunder
brought back from the wars.33 b. B. Marome0s (B. V. Magomedov) noted that the impres-
sive quantity of Roman provincial objects dated to between the 2nd and 3rd c. might reflect
participation in wars waged in the Roman provinces.3* Nevertheless, it is also important
to note that, within the pool of finds attributed to the early phases of the Chernyakhiv

Die Giirtel. Bestandteile und Zubehor (Arhus 1993); von Carnap-Bornheim and Ilkjeer 1996
(supra n.30); J. Ilkjeer, Illerup Adal, vol. 9-10. Die Schilde (Arhus 2001); id., “Danish war booty
sacrifices,” in L. Jorgensen, B. Storgaard and L. Gebauer Thomsen (edd.), The spoils of victory.
The North in the shadow of the Roman empire (Gylling 2003) 44-65; A. Rau, Nydam Mose, 1. Die
personengebundenen Gegenstinde. Grabungen 1989-1999 (Aarhus 2010).; T. Nowakiewicz and
A. Rzeszotarska-Nowakiewicz, Lake Nidajno near Czaszkowo in Masuria: a unique sacrificial site
from late antiquity (Warszawa 2012); T. Nowakiewicz (ed.), Ancient sacrificial place in the lake in
Lubanowo (former Herm-See) in West Pomerania (Warszawa 2016); id. (ed.), Ancient sacrificial place
in former Lake Nidajno in Masuria. Results of laboratory analyses of selected finds (Warszawa 2016).

33 Tein and basxan 1997 (supra n.19) 47.

34  Maromegosn 2001, 139.
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culture, the objects described here account for only a small percentage. This is in conflict
with the staggering amount of plunder seized, according to the written sources, in the
Roman provinces during the Gothic invasions,? even if it is reasonable to suspect that their
accounts are a rhetorical exaggeration.

Such conclusions about participation in the Gothic invasions of the 3rd c. by retinues
(comitatus) recruited from communities of the the local Chernyakhiv culture have until
recently been largely intuitive, based mainly on the analysis of written sources and sub-
stantiated only in a minor way by the materials found in archaeological assemblages. Of
these, only a small percentage were dated to the early phases of the Chernyakhiv culture.
As for the coin finds, they have been all but overlooked. The age of widespread metal-detec-
tor use has brought a major turnaround in this situation. Regrettably, the new evidence
does not normally derive from authorized archaeological research but from illegal metal-
detecting by amateurs. Information about these investigations collected by certain Ukrai-
nian scholars, most notably V1. A. baxxar and M. E. Zlepaga (M. Levada), either in person
or via internet forums (particularly Violity) and social networks, has radically augmented
the pool of SE European finds of Roman objects datable to the age of the 3rd-c. Gothic
invasions.

This applies in the first place to the impressive number of finds of Roman bronze ves-
sels, buckets of Hemmoor type in particular (Eggers 63), and strainers, both known in
the days before metal-detecting from only a handful of finds.3¢ These cluster between the
upper reaches of the Southern Bug (ITisaerrmit Byr) and the middle Dniester (Amicrep).?”
It is obvious that these vessels, and other bronze objects found in association with them,
are elements of grave furnishings in cremation burials (fig. 3; map 2). Typically, these ves-
sels display marks of deliberate defacement, being bent and broken.3® Various hypotheses
have been ventured concerning the social status and origin of the community associated
with this group of burials,® like that of a Roman military presence in the region.*’ How-
ever, a view more readily acceptable is the one put forward by M. Levada and M. Potup¢ik:
the distribution of sites with Hemmoor type vessels probably documents the presence in
the region of a local power centre, which is supported by finds of distinctive sumptuously-
furnished burials.#!

35 Cf. H. Wolfram, Geschichte der Goten. Von den Anfiingen bis zur Mitte des sechsten Jahrhunderts.
Entwurf einer historischen Ethnographie (Miinchen 1990) 55-62.

36  Cf. M. Levada and M. Potupcik, “Nowe eksponaty z okresu wptywow rzymskich w Muzeum
Krajoznawczym w Winnicy” in J. Andrzejowski, C. von Carnap-Bornheim, A. Cieslinski and
B. Kontny (edd.), Orbis barbarorum. Studia ad archaeologiam Germanorum et Baltorum temporibus
Imperii Romani pertinentia Adalberto Nowakowski dedicata (Warszawa 2017) 411-12.

37 O. Hagsipusax and O. Iloropiaens, “Hosi sHaxiaku OpoHsosoro nocyay tuity Hemmoor Ha
IMoaiaai,” Oium 4 (2014) 151-55; Levada and Potup¢ik ibid. 418, fig. 6; ITerpayckac and Jdiszenxo
2019 (supra n.29) 150, fig. 2.

38 O.B. Hagsiprak and O. I'. IToropiaens, “IIpo okpemy rpyIy TpyrocaleHb Ha MOTMABHIKaX
JepHAXiBCHKOI KyABTYypH (3a MaTepiasamu mam’aTok Ykpainm),” Oium 5 (2016) 41-49; Levada
and Potupcik 2017 (supra n.36) 410-11; O. B. Haasipusx and O. I'. IToropizerns, “O HeKOTOPBIX
napaaieasx B rnorpebaanHoit obpsanoctu Esponerickoro bapbapukyma B mepsoit Tpetn I
TeICTYeAeTHs H.9.,” in M. B. A106mues and K. B. Muiarus (edd.), Xporoaozus u moremrivte Haxooxu
no30HepUMCK020 epemeru u anoxu Beauwozo nepecererust Hapodos. AKmyarvibvle apXeorozuteckue
uccaedosarius 6 Llenmparvtios u Bocmoutoii Eepone (Ostrogothica—Serie [Hefte], sorm. 3; Xapnkos
2018) 233-45; Iletpayckac and Jdigenxo 2019 (supra n.29) 161 and 163.

39  T'omkaao and Mnaarmescknii 2017 (supra n.19) 45.

40  Haggiprsak and IToropizens 2016 (supra n.37) 49.

41  Levada and Potupcik 2017 (supra n.36) 412.
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0 5cm

1: bamamyrTiBka in
XwmenpHunbKa oblast (O.
B. Hagsipusik and O. T.
[oropiners, “O Heko-
TOPBIX MapajIeNsix B
norpedasbHON 00psI-
Hoctu EBpomnelickoro
Bapbapukyma B iepBoit
Tpertu | ThICAYeneTus H.3.,”
in Jlrobuues and Mp3rux
[supra n.37] 250, fig. 1)

2: Benukwii JKBanunk
in XMeIpHUIbKA
oblast (Haxsiprsik and
[Moropinews ibid. 256,
fig. 7)

3: bamamyTiBka in
XmenpHUIBKA oblast
(Hapsipusik and
IMoropineus ibid. 251,
fig. 2)

4: Bap (environs of)
in Binaunpka oblast
(Hapsipusik and
[Moropineus ibid. 252,
fig. 3)

5: TopomnuI in
TepHominbcpKa oblast
(Hapsipusik and
IMoropineus ibid. 253,
fig. 4)

6-7: Kpunrromieka in
Binnunpka oblast (Levada
and Potupcik 2017 [supra
n.36] 416, fig. 5.5-6).

Fig. 3. Bent and cut-up Roman bronze vessels found in the territory of the Chernyakhiv culture, Ukraine.
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Map 2. Distribution of finds of Roman bronze vessels Eggers types 63-65 within N part of the Roman Empire
and Barbaricum (after Levada and Potupc¢ik 2017 [supra n.36] 418, fig. 6; Ilerpayckac and Jlinenxo 2019
[supra n.29] 150, fig. 2).

We can follow this line of reasoning further and tie this group of burials to the partici-
pants in the Gothic invasions. This is supported in particular by a complete aureus of Decius
(struck for Hostilian) and 19 fragments (cut-up and/or melted-down), which were found in
grave assemblage no. 2 at Ceanne in Binuunnka oblast (UA) (a cemetery published previ-
ously as “biaomiaas” [Bilopillya]) next to fragments of a bronze bucket, Eggers type 6342
(fig. 4). According to the information we have, yet another assemblage, discovered either
in KniBcpka or Binnnmpka oblast, contained Roman bronze belt-fittings (buckles included),
as well as complete aurei of Decius and Severus Alexander.®® In a different assemblage,
found in Xmeapuuirpka oblast (UA), a bronze bucket held 8 aurei (5 of Decius, 3 of Decius
with a portrait of Herennia Etruscilla).#* Also worth noting is the richly-furnished grave
assemblage no. 265 known from the cemetery at Yepneais-Pycokuit (UA) which includes
imported glass vessels and an aureus of Philip the Arab struck for Otacilia Severa (fig. 5).4°
Consequently, it is entirely legitimate to link the cremation burials described here with the
participants in the Battle of Abritus who later became the élite in the barbarian society back
in their homeland.

The next rather remarkable and relatively numerous group of finds, which also may be
seen to cluster between the upper reaches of the Southern Bug and the middle Dniester,

42 Cf. Ilerpayckac and diaenko 2019 (supra n.29) 165.

43 Information from the treasure hunters’ forum “Violity”: https://forum.violity.com/viewtopic.
php?p=12311790 (viewed 27 August, 2019).

44 Information from “Violity”: https://forum.violity.com/viewtopic.php?t=1254649 (viewed 27
August, 2019).

45 LTI repeTa, “Yepneaeso-Pycpknit mormasauk,” Oium 3 (Kuis, Teprnomias 2013) 82, fig. 133, 2.
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1: aureus of Decius (for Hostilian)
2-20: fragments of mid-3rd c.
aurei

21-22: Hemmoor bucket handles
23: fragment of Hemmoor bucket.

Fig. 4. “Assemblage no. 2”, Cenume in Binannpka oblast, UA (Ilerpayckac and Jlinerxo 2019 [supra n.29]
155, fig. 6.1-6).
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Fig. 5. Grave assemblage no. 265,Yepuenis-Pycekuii in Teprominschka oblast, UA (T'epera 2013 [supra n.45]
240-43, figs. 133-36).

are fragments of Roman military diplomas. By early 2019, 39 specimens had been recorded
(fig. 6; map 3).4¢ It is of interest that they have quite a broad dating: the earliest were issued

46 O. O. Hagsiprsak, “Hosi 3Haxiazku puMCcBKUX BilicbkoBux gumnaoMis (diplomata militaria)
3 mexxupiuus Cepeanvoro Anicrpa i IliBaennoro Byry,” Apxeoroziumi cmydii «Mexubix» 4
(2015) 276-83; O. B. Haasipnsx, O. I'. IToropizens and O. O. Haaiprsx, “PruMcbki BiricbKoOBi
Auniaomu Ha teputopii IliBgenno-Cxignoi €sponn,” Oium 5 (2016) 170-85; O. B. HaapipHixk,
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9

1: Jletnuis in XmenbHuIpKa oblast, RMD-UA-023
(Hangipusk ef al. 2016 [supra n.46] 183)

2: 3apivyanka in XmenbHunpka oblast, RMD-UA-003
(ibid. 177)

3. : Hocisui in Binauneska oblast, RMD-UA-008
(ibid. 179)

4: KanuniB in Binaumeka oblast, RMD-UA-024 (ibid.
184)

Fig. 6. Selected fragments of bronze military
diplomas found in Ukraine in the territory of the
Chernyakhiv culture (no common scale).

5: Mepaxwust (environs of) in XmenbHunpka oblast,
RMD-UA-005 (ibid. 178)

6: Binuumpka oblast, RMD-UA-022 (ibid. 183)

7: Binuwunpka oblast, RMD-UA-018 (ibid. 181)

8: XmenbHuipka oblast, RMD-UA-017 (ibid. 181)

9: Binnwunpka oblast, RMD-UA-019 (ibid. 177)

10: [inpuuit Mykapis in XmenbHunpka oblast, RMD-
UA-004 (ibid. 178).
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Map 3. Distribution of finds of Roman bronze military diplomas in Eastern Europe (A. A. Hansupasik, “O

HEKOTOPBIX BOIMPOCAX XPOHOJOTUH PHMCKUX BOCHHBIX AHMIUIOMOB (diplomata militaria) ¢ «BapBapCKux»
TeppuTopuii 1oro-socroka EBpomsl,” in Jlroonues and Mesrun 2018 (see foot of p. 195, Me3run 2018, 105,
fig. 1, with additions from Hangipusik ef al. 2019 [supra n.46] 140-44).

by Flavian emperors (RMD-UA-012, A.D. 79-80; RMD-UA-008, A.D. 93), the latest date
from the reign of Maximinus Thrax (RMD-UA-022/01, A.D. 236/237) and Philip the Arab
(RMD-UA-010, A.D. 245-248).4 Most of these diplomas were recovered not as part of any
closed assemblages, which leaves open the chronology of their passing into Barbaricum.
Even so, it is not unlikely that their presence there is associated with the Gothic invasions
into the Balkan provinces and perhaps specifically with the looting of Nicopolis ad Istrum,
Philippopolis, and veteran settlements in Thrace and Moesia.*® The early date of many of

47
48

O.T. Iloropizens, I1. Xoaaep (P. Holder) and O. O. HaasipHsx, “PuMcpKi BilICbKOBi ANIIAOMU
Ha Tepuropil IliBaenno-Cxignoi €sponn (vactuza 2),” Oium 6 (2019) 133-47. In March 2020
there are already 51 finds of Roman military diplomas.

Hagapiprx et al. ibid. (2019) 135-36.

Cf. B. Gerov, “Die Einfalle der Nordvolker in den Ostbalkanraum im Lichte der Miinz-
schatzfunde,” ANRW IL.6 (1977) 130-42; Wolfram 1990 (supra n.35) 55-58; B. Bleckmann,
Die Reichskrise des III. Jahrhunderts in der spitantiken und byzantinischen Geschichtsschreibung.
Untersuchungen zu den nachdionischen Quellen der Chronik des Johannes Zonaras (Munich 1992) 157-
60; P. Heather, The Goths (Oxford 1997) 40; A. R. Birley, “Decius reconsidered,” in E. Frézouls
and H. Jouffroy (edd.), Les empereurs illyriens. Colloque 1990 (Strasbourg 1998) 77; D. S. Potter,
The Roman empire at bay, AD 180-395 (London 2004) 245-47; J. Kolendo, “Novae during the Goth
raid of AD 250/1 (Iordanes, Getica 101-103),” in T. Derda, P. Dyczek and ]. Kolendo (edd.),
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Fig. 7. Elements of Roman horse-harness and

belt sets from different findspots in Ukraine. 6E'E-3 -

1: XmenpHuipka oblast (Baxxan 2012 [infra n.51] 92, 9: Binnuupka oblast (ibid. 89, no. 4-74)

no. 4-82) 10: IBano-®pankischbka oblast (ibid. 89, no. 4-75)
2: Binnwunpka oblast (ibid. 105, no. 4-115) 11: Tepromninbchka oblast (ibid. 94, no. 4-87)

3: Binnwuieka oblast (ibid. 90, no. 4-76) 12: SW Ukraine (ibid. 91, no. 4-78)

4: YXutomupcrka oblast (ibid. 102, no. 4-106) 13:XwmenpHumpBKa oblast (ibid. 99, no. 4-103)

5: XmenpHHUNBKA oblast (ibid. 102, no. 4-107) 14: Bonuucbka oblast (ibid. 74, no. 4-43)

6: 3anuBaninuHa in Binauimpka oblast (ibid. 92, no. 15: Binnuipka oblast (ibid. 74, no. 4-42)

4-83) 16: W Ukraine (ibid. 72, no. 4-37)

7: Binnwunpka oblast (ibid. 99, no. 4-100) 17: Binnuipka oblast (ibid. 90, no. 4-76).

8: Central Ukraine (ibid. 90, no. 4-77)
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these diplomas is easy to explain: they would have been kept by families as a memento of
their heroic ancestors, surviving for up to 200 years.*” As for the barbarians, they probably
treated the bronze diplomas mainly as a source of valuable raw material. The hypothesis
that diplomas found within range of settlements of the Chernyakhiv culture testify to a
Roman military presence in the territory between the Dniester and the Southern Bug is
more than far-fetched, and it lacks any kind of foundation in the sources.>

Also of Roman origin are many finds of bronze elements from horse harnesses and
military belts recorded in our area of study that are dated to the end of the 2nd and the
first three quarters of the 3rd c. (fig. 7).>! These elements of the personal equipment of
Roman soldiers, auxiliary units in particular, presumably had been seized by the Goths
after battles in which they were victorious. Only a few of these metal-detector finds made
by amateurs, however, have been recorded by researchers.>? At Yepneais-Pycokmit (UA),
such items of military equipment were present in grave assemblages of the Chernyakhiv
culture alongside typically barbarian pottery of local manufacture.>

Nouvae: legionary fortress and late antique town, vol. I (Warsaw 2008) 117-18; A. Ziétkowski, “The
background to the third-century crisis of the Roman Empire,” in J. P. Arnason and K. A. Raaflaub
(edd.), The Roman empire in context: historical and comparative perspectives (Oxford 2011) 113-33;
H. Wolfram, “Ostrogotha — ein mythischer Amaler erhdlt zumindest einen historischen
Namensvetter,” in J. Drauschke et al. (edd.), Lebenswelten zwischen Archiologie und Geschichte.
Festschrift Falko Daim (Mainz 2018) vol. I, 447-57; Ziolkowski (supra n.11) 67-95; H. Wolfram,
“Ostrogotha — Realitat und Mythos,” Geistes-, sozial- und kulturwissenschaftlicher Anzeiger 153
(2019) 93-100.

49 P. Weiss, “Ausgewihlte neue Militdrdiplome. Seltene Provinzen (Africa, Mauretania
Caesariensis), und spate Urkunden fiir Pratorianer (Caracalla, Philippus),” Chiron 32 (2002)
491-543; V1. Bostnos, Pumckume semeparu 6 Jorna Musus u Tpaxus (I-111 6.) (Sofia 2008); P. Weiss,
“Eine honesta missio in Sonderformat. Neuartige Bronzeurkunden fiir Veteranen der Legionen
in Germania Superior unter Gordian III,” Chiron 45 (2015) 23-75; M. A. Speidel, “Maximinus and
the Thracians — Herodian on the coup of 235, and ethnic networks in the Roman army of the
third century CE,” in V. Cojocaru and A. Rubel (edd.), Mobility in research on the Black Sea region
(Cluj-Napoca 2016) 335-61; P. Weiss, “Die Militardiplome unter Marc Aurel und Commodus.
Kontinuitaten und Briiche,” in V. Grieb (ed.), Mark Aurel — Wege zu seiner Herrschaft (Gutenberg
2017) 135-54; M. A. Speidel, “Soldiers and documents: insights from Nubia. The significance
of written documents in Roman soldiers’ everyday lives,” in A. Kolb (ed.), Literacy in ancient
everyday life (Berlin 2018) 179-200.

50 Haasiprax et al. 2019 (supra n.46) 139.

51  Cf. M. A. Baxasn, Oiiym. Yacmo 1. Aavbom dpestiocmeii amux mecm (KCAH 4; Moscow 2012).

52 This issue requires further in-depth studies. Cf. J. Oldenstein, “Zur Ausriistung romischer
Auxiliareinheiten,” BerRGK 57 (1976) 51-284; M. Gschwind, “Pferdegeschirrbeschldge
der zweiten Halfte des 3. Jahrhunderts aus Abusina/Eining,” Saal]b 49 (1998) 112-38;
E. M. Chapman, A catalogue of Roman military equipment in the National Museum of Wales (BAR
388; Oxford 2005); M. Bishop and J. C. N. Coulston, Roman military equipment from the Punic
Wars to the Fall of Rome (Oxford 2006); S. Hoss, “Zu einigen Dekorationsmotiven des 2. und 3.
Jahrhunderts auf den Beschldgen von Soldatengiirteln, Schultergurten und Fibeln,” in P. Henrich
et al. (edd.), NON SOLUM ... SED ETIAM. Festschrift Thomas Fischer (Rahden 2015) 199-206;
S. Matesi¢, Das Thorsberger Moor 3. Die militirischen Ausriistungen. Vergleichende Untersuchungen
zur romischen und germanischen Bewaffnung (Kéthen 2015); H.-U. Vo8, “Beschlagteile vorwiegend
militarischer Verwendung im mitteleuropéischen Barbaricum zwischen Rhein und Oder —
Formenspektrum und Fundkontext,” in id. and N. Miiller-ScheefSel (edd.), Archiologie zwischen
Romern und Barbaren. Zur Datierung und Verbreitung rdémischer Metallarbeiten des 2. und 3.
Jahrhunderts n.Chr. im Reich und im Barbaricum — Ausgewihlte Beispiele (Bonn 2016) 711-33.

53  I'epera (supra n.45) figs. 135.1 and 136.1-4; cf., with a typology of Chernyakhiv culture pottery,
Maromegos 2001, figs. 24, 28-30 and 32-34.
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Coins

By early 2019, the total of 254 finds of aurei from the territory of east-central Barbari-
cum® attributed to the outcome of the Battle of Abritus included issues of Gordian III,
Philip the Arab and Decius (some bearing a portrait of a family member) (map 4);% thus,
only 6 years after the first publication, the number has increased nearly fivefold. The vast
majority originate from what is today Ukraine (212 coins, 81.23%), a much smaller number
was recorded in Poland (44 coins, 16.86%), and just a handful in Belarus (5 coins, 1.92%).
This proportion of finds could, however, largely be the result of uneven modern recording.
While a significant number of finds made in the 21st c. in Ukraine were recorded because
amateur metal-detectorists are active on internet portals, the reporting of new finds in
Poland and Belarus has been much more restrained — to say the least.

The largest group are issues of Decius (192 coins, 75%), the second largest those of
Gordian III (50 coins, 19.5%), the smallest those of Philip the Arab (14 coins, 5.5%) (fig. 8).%
The aurei from Poland and Belarus attributed to the outcome of Abritus were found on
lands of the Wielbark culture, interestingly enough; only 7 were recorded on lands of the
Przeworsk culture (3 Gordian III, 4 Decius, of which two are for Herennia Etruscilla).5” In
Ukraine, their distribution coincides mostly with the lands of the Chernyakhiv culture, in
part also with that of the Wielbark culture. Elsewhere in central Europe, finds of aurei of
Gordian III to Decius are very rare.”® Consequently, we may link finds of this group of aurei
with the Goths and their allies in full confidence.

In contrast to the finds in Poland and Belarus, the findspot is known for only a handful
of the aurei found in Ukraine. Nearly all are recent finds by amateur metal-detectorists and
their only record comes from public internet sources. The only well-documented aurei pre-
viously published are three specimens issued between 238 and 251 found at bponnurs in
Binnniiska oblast;?® at Uepreais-Pycskumit in TepHomiabcska oblast, in grave no. 265,90 and
at an unknown locality in Boanuceka oblast.®! For the remainder of the Ukrainian finds,
we have at best only general administrative data about their findspot. Nevertheless, even
with such a limited record at hand, we can still make a statistical analysis of these finds
and grasp some common patterns in their distribution. A decided majority of mid-3rd c.
aurei were discovered between the middle course of the Dnieper and the middle course

54  This refers to finds from the territory of Gothic societies (cf. fig. 8 here).

55  In the early 1990s, R. Bland mentioned 399 aurei from that period with a known weight (196
of Gordian III, 75 of Philippus, 128 of Decius): “The development of gold and silver coin
denominations, A.D. 193-253,” in C.E. King and D. G. Wigg (edd.), Coin finds and coin use in the
Roman world (SFMA 10; Berlin 1996) 83, table 2.

56 We disregard here finds of mid-3rd c. aurei from outside the territory identified with cultures
belonging to Goths and their allies.

57 Bursche 2013, 157. A pierced aureus of Decius minted for Herennia Etruscilla was recently found
at Gaski in Gniewkowo district, a central place of the Przeworsk culture in Kuyavia (north
Poland) (pers. comm. K. Balbuza). Only 7 aurei, 4 of Gordian III and 3 of Decius (including 4
pierced), were known from the territory between the Oder and Rhine beyond the limes.

58  Bursche 2013, 158.

59  B. B. Kponotkun, Kaadvr pumckux monem na meppumopuu CCCP (CBoa apxe0a0rmdecKmx
ncrouHukos ['4-4; Moscow 1961) 50, no 264.

60 L IT I'epera, “Apxeoaoriuni Biakpurrs y Yepenias-Pycskomy y 1994 poui,” Haykosi sanucku
TepHonirvcvkozo KpaesHaguozo myseto 2.1 (1997) 26; T'epera 2013 (supra n.45) 82, fig. 133.2.

61  A. Bursche, Later Roman-Barbarian contacts in central Europe: numismatic evidence (SFMA 11;
Berlin 1996) 160, no 97.
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Map 4. Distribution of finds of mid-3rd c. aurei on the territory of cultures connected with the Goths and their
allies. Key: a: aurei of Decius; b: aurei of Gordian III, c: aurei of Philip the Arab;
dot: finds with a known localization (published coins);

circle: finds with a very approximate localization (unpublished coins);

1: Miastko (PL) 6: Rypin (PL) 11: Ulyqus (environs of) (Belarus)
2: Tarnowo (PL) 7: Zbojna (PL) 12: Yeprenis-Pycekuii (UA)

3: Lubieszewo (PL) 8: Stara Wies (PL) 13: Cenumie (UA)

4: Kwidzyn (environs of) (PL) 9: Ulow (PL) 14: bponnuus (UA)

5: Leszczyna (PL) 10: Gotebie (PL) 15: Morenii Vechi (Moldova).

of the Dniester in XMeapHuska and Binnunbka oblasts, as well as in the southern region
of JKurommupceka oblast, but only a small number of gold coins of that period has been
recorded west of the Dniester, and not a single specimen east of that river (map 4).9

The pool of finds from the territory of the archaeological cultures connected with the
Goths and their allies also offers a broader statistical perspective on the finds of aurei.
The information amassed to date includes at least 510 finds, specimens struck between
the reigns of Augustus and Diocletian. Finds of coins of Gordian III, Philip the Arab and
Decius issued within a period of 13 years account for not less than 41.5% of all finds, and
within this pool the aurei of Decius alone make up 31% (fig. 9).%% At the same time, it needs

62  Mpizruu 2018, 41 and 47.

63 Left out of these statistics are five 3rd-c. gold medallions found in the lands of the Wielbark and
Cherniakhiv cultures: biniones of Elagabalus, Severus Alexander and Gallienus, and quaterniones
of Philip the Arab and Gallienus: A. Bursche, Ztote medaliony rzymskie w Barbaricum. Symbolika
prestizu i wladzy spoleczenstw barbarzyniskich u schytku starozytnosci (Swiatowit Suppl., Warszawa
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2 stressing that aurei of the 1st
and 2nd c. are represented by a

200 very small number of finds, in

150 contrast to denarii of the same

period which make up an abso-

100 lute majority of the coin finds
o recovered in Gothic territory.®

Q A large number of mid-3rd c.

0 aurei which we have identified

Chemyakhiv Culture ~ Wielbark Culture

s Gordian I 45 5 in auction catalogues, as well
o Philip | 8 6 14 . -
= Dechis 154 5 = as in several public museum

and private collections, may
lack provenance but they are
pierced, which suggests they
may be attributed to the outcome of Abritus. This is further supported by the fact that the
largest number of them is recorded in collections formed in east-central Europe.®> To the
large number of examples discussed in the article in NC 2013, we can now add many more
coins, especially those identified in auction catalogues.®

Fig. 8. Mid-3rd c. aurei found on the territory of cultures connected
with the Goths and their allies.

Next to the aurei found in the territory of cultures connected with Gothic communities,
another remarkable group are finds of Roman provincial coins: about 670 pieces, which
include unpublished materials®” from Ukraine (map 5).%% The analysis of the published
and more recent finds has led Msi3arun to make an interesting observation about their
geographical distribution: worth stressing is the fact that the Dnieper marks a clear divide
in the distribution of the finds of these provincial bronzes. Discovered on its right bank,
mostly between the middle reaches of the Dnieper and the Dniester, these are issues of

1998) 107-10, 230, 236, 239-40 and 257-58.

64  Bursche 1996 (supran.61); K. B. Me1arun, “PruMckie MOHETH B apeaje YepHIXOBCKOM Ky ABTYpPBI:
npo6.1eMa UCTOUHMKOB TTocTyIiAeHHs,” Stratum plus 4 (2013) 221.

65 E.g., in Moscow, St. Petersburg, Kyiv, Lviv, Warsaw, Vienna and Berlin; the conclusion that
the pierced aurei in these collections derive from barbarian finds is confirmed by two letters
written by Karl Bayer in 1877 and discovered by K. Balbuza in the archive of the Berlin
Miinzkabinett. Many coins in his collection came from finds from the territory of the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth. In his letters, Beyer is offering to sell J. Friedlander two pierced
aurei of Decius, one of them struck for Herennia Etruscilla, mentioning that the latter was found
in the Podolia Governorate of the Russian Empire (present-day Ukraine), and that nearly all of
the Roman gold coins found “at home” (= in our lands) are marred by having a hole: “Anbei
erlaube ich mir einen im Gouver. Podolien gefundenen Aureus der Kaiserin Herennia Etruscilla
zu iibersenden. Er ist leider gelocht, ein Fehler, den fast alle bei uns gefundenen rémischen
Goldmiinzen haben”. Cf. K. Balbuza, “Karl Beyer und das Numismatische Kabinett in Berlin.
Antike Miinzen aus der Sammlung des polnischen Numismatikers,” Gymnasium forthcoming.

66  E.g., an aureus of Philip the Arab (for Philip II): Heritage Auctions, auction 3041 (13 August,
2015) lot 32095; an aureus of Decius: Roma Numismatics Ltd., E-Sale 35 (3 May, 2017) lot 938;
and the other one: Obolos by Nomos, Auction 12 (31 May, 2018) lot 771.

67 Only coins from accurately located finds have been marked on the map. In fact, many more
provincial coins come from this area but they lack a closer provenance.

68  Cf. K. Myzgin, “Finds of Roman provincial coins on the territory of Eastern Europe: Balkan
cities mintage,” in V. Ivanisevi¢, B. Bori¢-Breskovi¢ and M. Vojvoda (edd.), Proc. Int. Numismatic
Symposium “Circulation of the antique coins in Southeastern Europe”, Viminacium 2017 (Belgrade
2018) 90.
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provincial mints in the Balkans and
the NW and W regions of Asia Minor;
the same mints are represented in coin
finds from the Wielbark culture terri-
tory. The coins (about 25)% found on the
left bank of the Dnieper, on the other
hand, mostly originate from towns in
N and central Asia Minor.” It is at the
same time remarkable that the chrono-
logical distribution of the coins struck in
the towns of Lower Moesia, Thrace and
Macedonia ends with Philip the Arab
— that is, the time when the activity of
mints in these provinces would have
been interrupted by Gothic invasions.”!

Secondary treatment of aurei

More often than not, the aurei found
in the lands of Gothic settlement show
evidence of re-use by the barbarians.
There may be a hole or a loop, or signs
of deliberate defacement: melting down,
cutting into fragments, hammering or
scratching of the surface. Some of the
coins that originally were pierced would
at a later date be cut up. A much smaller
series of cut-up aurei are suspected of
being finds from Roman provincial ter-
ritory.”? Apart from just 7.63% of 1st to
3rd-c. aurei found in the lands of cultures
connected with Goths and their allies,
the remainder had a hole (82.97%) and/
or aloop (9.39%).7 Statistical analysis of
this pool deriving from the lands of the
Chernyakhiv and Wielbark cultures has
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Fig. 9. 1st- to 3rd-c. aurei found in the territory of cultures
connected with Goths and their allies.
Black columns: aurei connected with the Battle of Abritus.

demonstrated that the aurei were pierced, or had a loop attached, invariably above the
emperor’s head (at the 12 o’clock axis) or slightly off-centre (at 10 or 11 o’clock). The situa-
tion is the same if we confine analysis of placement of the holes to the coins of Gordian III,
Philip the Arab and Decius. Figure 10 shows just the pierced coins from finds in Poland,
Belarus and Ukraine because only three looped coins of these rulers have been recorded:

69  Ibid. 95, Graph 8.

70  Mpizruu 2016, 165-67.

71 Mpisrus (supra n.68) 91-92.
72 Cf. the Appendix below.

73

For earlier observations, cf. J.-P. Callu, “La perforation de l'or romain,” in H.-C. Noeske and

H. Schubert (edd.), Die Miinze. Bild — Botschaft — Bedeutung. Festschrift fiir Maria R.-Alfoldi

(Frankfurt 1991) 99-121.
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Map 5. The distribution of finds of Roman provincial coins on the territory of cultures connected with
Goths and their allies (published coins) (after I B. bBeiiqun, “PumMckie HpOBHHIMANbHBIE MOHETHI
Ha TEPPUTOPHM YKpawHbBl B apeajie YEpPHIXOBCKOW KymbTypbl,” /Ipesnocmu 11 (2012) 149, fig. 1 for
Ukraine and Moldova [with our corrections], and with the map for Poland prepared by D. Milutinovic).

Key. I: Balkan provincial coinage; II: Asia Minor provincial coinage.

1: Gdansk (PL) 17: Kony6ununku (UA) 36: IlepBomaiicek (UA)
2: Lecze (PL) 18: bponiska (UA) 37: 3eneniska (UA)

3: Stare Nadratowo (PL) 19: Caranis (UA) 38: Kuis (UA)

4: Warszawa (environs of) (PL) 20: Xapauukisui (UA) 39: Kananrais (UA)

5: Kotozab (PL) 21: HnwmkiBoi (UA) 40: 3euskis (UA)

6: Wegrow (PL) 22-25: Mauiieui (UA) 41: Xpyuoa Mukuriska (UA)
7: Pliszezyn (PL) 26: Crapa Yumus (UA) 42: ITaBnose (UA)

8: Krasnik (PL) 27: Qymanis (UA) 43: XBopocrose (UA)

9: Tomaszoéw Lubelski (PL) 28: INerpukismi (UA) 44: Iacixu (UA)

10: Hrubieszow (environs of) (PL) 29: Peiiku (UA) 45: Huxniit bimkin (UA)
11: Grodek (PL) 30: Manononoerpke (UA) 46: Crapi Banku

12: Crpuit (UA) 31: Bpawyas (UA) 47: Tapaniska (UA)

13: Kpmioc (UA) 32: Kouesare (UA) 48: sIeryxiBka (UA)

14: PiBre (environs of) (UA) 33: Yepnin (UA) 49: Coxomnose (UA)

15: Iepecomuuns (UA) 34: Kpytorop6 (UA) 50: ITepexin (UA)

16: 36apax (UA) 35: IOpkiBka (UA) 51: Costesti (Moldova).

one of Philip the Arab and two Decius (one for Herennia Etruscilla). It is quite likely that
the practice of making holes in gold coins, first observed on aurei late in Nero’s reign,
spread within Barbaricum only from the middle of the 3rd ¢.7*

74 For more, see A. Bursche, “A unique aureus of Faustina II with the legend mater castrorum
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Fig. 10. Pierced and looped aurei found in the
territory of Barbaricum cultures connected with
Goths and their allies:

10.1: ratio of pierced and looped aurei by issuer;
10.2: ratio of 1st-3rd c. aurei by hole and loop
position.

Also of interest are the loops on
numismatic finds from Barbaricum.
Their larger number is first noted on
coins and medallions of Gallienus and
Aurelian. They are most common on
coins from the tetrarchic period. Dur-
ing this period (archaeological phases
C2-C3), a fashion in attaching loops to
many gold ornaments, crescent- and
bucket-shaped pendants, and beads
became widespread in Gothic lands.”

Several aurei are partially melted
(fig. 11). At least 8 are unprovenanced
finds from central Ukraine (fig. 1 nos.
1-7 and 9), 1 is from Kwniscska oblast (fig.
11 no. 8), 1 is of Gordian III (fig. 11 no.
1), and 8 are issues of Decius (fig. 11 nos.
2-9), three of them struck for Herennia
Etruscilla (fig. 11 nos. 7-9). In all proba-
bility these coins derive from cremation
graves and had passed through a funer-
ary pyre. This is suggested by two group
deposits from Ukraine and Belarus. One
of these, from an undisclosed location in
XMmeapHuiibka oblast, included 8 aurei
struck in the reign of Decius
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(fig. 11 nos. 10-17), three
of them with a portrait of
Herennia Etruscilla. Six of
these coins have evidently
been affected by high tem-
peratures (cf. fig. 11 nos.
10-11 and 14-17). Report-
edly, these coins were
discovered together with
a bronze vessel of Eggers’

150

100

OHoles ™ Loops 2

from a Late Roman area of hoards in the southern Baltic region,” in C. Gazdac (ed.), Group and
individual tragedies in Roman Europe. The evidence of hoards, epigraphic and literary sources (Cluj-

Napoca 2020) 133-48.
75

Cf. Bursche 1998 (supra n.63) 145-55; K. B. Mearus, “O BpeMeHU [TOsIBAEHNS YIIIEK Ha 3010TBIX

puMckux MoHeTax B bapbapukyme,” Stratum plus 6 (2015) 131-40.
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21 22
Fig. 11. Partly-melted aurei found in the territory of cultures connected with Goths and their allies.
1-7: Ukraine (location unknown) 10-17: XmenbHuipka oblast (UA)

8: Kuiscpka oblast (UA)

18-22: UlyuwnH, environs of (Belarus).
9: Binnnneka oblast (UA)
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type 63, partly melted and with cut-marks.”® Similar preservation is shown by aurei of
Decius (2 are for Herennius Etruscus, 1 is for Herennia Etruscilla) from an undisclosed
location in the vicinity of Illyans in I'poanenckas oblast, Belarus (fig. 11 nos. 18-22); they
were found together with lumps of melted gold.””

Two coins with portraits of Decius and Herennius Etruscus from an unknown context
have on their surface a large number of deep, deliberate scratches.”® The medallion of
Philip the Arab from the Zbojna hoard also retains marks of deliberate mutilation, presum-
ably by hammering.”

The pool of finds from the lands of cultures connected with Goths and their allies
includes 74 cut-up fragments of at least 59 aurei ranging from post-reform issues of Nero
to Carinus, but with a marked domination of issues of Decius. The approximate archaeo-
logical context is known only for 4 of these finds. A deposit buried in a cemetery of the
Wielbark culture at Stara Wies in Wegrow district (E Poland), already published at length
by Bursche in NC 2013, consisted of 4 pits arranged in something like a half-circle that held
28 fragments of 22 quartered aurei, some with a hole: 1 Gordian III, 2 Philip the Arab (1 of
them for Otacilia Severa), and 19 Decius (some for Etruscilla and Hostilian). The inhuma-
tion burial no. 19 in another cemetery of the Wielbark culture at Uléw site 7, Tomaszow
Lubelski district, SE Poland (see above), held 9 fragments of an aureus of Decius struck for
Herennia Etruscilla. As the fragment containing the part of the coin above her portrait is
missing, it is unclear whether this specimen had a hole. The same assemblage included
28 fragments of deliberately cut-up wire and gold foil.®° Nineteen fragments from 19 dif-
ferent(?) aurei of Decius, some with a portrait of Hostilian and Herennius Etruscus and
some of them pierced, belong to the grave assemblage no. 2 found in a cemetery of the
Chernyakhiv culture at Ceanme in Binnunska oblast (W Ukraine) (the location was for-
merly published as “bBiaomiaas”). Some of these fragments are partly melted, indicating
they had been exposed to a cremation pyre. The same burial also contained a complete,
pierced aureus of Decius (for Hostilian), as well as deliberately defaced fragments of a
bronze bucket of Eggers’ type 63.8! Finally, the burial assemblage no. 1 in the cemetery
Vocumiska (Yosypivka) in /lbBiscbka oblast (UA), included a fragment cut out of an aureus
of Nero; this grave produced no grave-goods other than fragments of pottery, the cemetery
being dated only broadly to the Late Roman period.®?

We have also recorded 17 fragments of aurei from unprovenanced finds in Ukraine, six
of them pierced. They include: 1 Domitian, 1 Septimius Severus, 2 Severus Alexander, 3
Gordian I1I, 7 Decius, 1 Gallienus and 1 Carinus (fig, 12).83 Lastly, two aurei of Decius, one
of them for Etruscus, both with a hole and partly cut, or prepared for cutting into pieces,
are separate finds that lack a more specific provenance.

76 http://forum.violity.com/viewtopic.php?t=1254649 (viewed 12 August, 2019).

77 V. lltasenxos, “HoBrle Hax0AKM aHTUIHBIX MOHeT B beaapycu,” bankaycki Becnik 2 (2017) 68;
69, fig. 2, Table 2.

78 These coins were recovered in XmeapHmiibka oblast (central Ukraine).

79 Bursche 1998 (supra n.63) 72-73 and 257-58, pl. I, 334.1.

80  Bursche and Niezabitowska 2018 (supra n.5) 249-61.

81  Ilerpayckac and Jdiaenko 2019 (supra n.29) 165.

82 IO. Pesepa, “@parment aypeyca Hepona 3 mam’stku y /bBiBebKint obaacti,” Haywosi cmyodii.
Iemopurxo-xpaesnasuuti myseii m. Binnuxi 5 (2012) 245-51.

83  This last, rare coin, with a hole, was reportedly found near Kuis. This may have led Raynaund
(2014 [supra n.12]) to identify its context of discovery with medieval Rus’, but that is incorrect.
Twelve more aurei of Carinus have come to light in Ukraine (cf. http://www.rgcb.lach.edu.pl).
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Fig. 12. Cut-up aurei found on the territory of cultures connected with Goths and their allies.

1: Mocumiska (UA) 24: PiBHeHCBKa oblast (UA).

2,5,7-9, 11-12, 14, 16, 18-19, 21-23: all 1: Nero 21: Gallienus

20, 24: Decius (for Herennius Etruscus)

Ukraine (location unknown); 2: Domitian 22: Carinus.
3: Yepkaceka oblast (UA) 3: Vespasian?
4: Opecnbka (?) oblast (UA) 4: Caracalla Sources:

6: Binuuipka oblast (UA)

10, 13: XmenbHunbka oblast (UA)
15, 20: XKuromupceka oblast (UA)
17: Bepuuropoznok (UA)

5-6: Severus Alexander

7-9: Gordian III

10-17: Decius

18-19, 23: Decius (for Etruscilla)

1: after PeBepa 2012 [supra n.82] 250;
fig. 1.

2-21: Internet-forum “Violity”.

22: Raynaund 2013 [infra n.104] 135.
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Scythica Vindobonensia

Quite a few reconstructions of the events that took place during the Germanic invasions
of the Balkan provinces have been put forward.3* When ]J. Gruskova identified unknown
fragments of the Scythica of Dexippus of Athens in the Codex Historicus gr. 73 (now in the
Austrian National Library in Vienna) as the lower text of 4 palimpsest folios (192r-195v),%
historians gained a new, invaluable account of the Gothic incursions into the Balkan prov-
inces around the year 250, handed down — and this is crucial — by a contemporary. Using
state-of-the-art technologies, the 4-years” “Scythica Vindobonensia” project implemented
by the Austrian Academy of Sciences helped decipher, publish and interpret successive
fragments of this text.%

Among the fragments now published is a remarkable passage (Folio 195z, 11. 29-30 and
Folio 195v, 1l. 1-2), marginal to the main narrative, which refers to the way coin was used
in the Germanic environment and, more specifically, in the relationship between the ruler
(Cniva) and his Gothic armed retinue (comitatus). This is the first ancient text to offer some
insight into the role of coinage among the barbarians of the northeast. The first scholar to
draw attention to the importance of this passage for the study of the function of Roman
coinage outside the frontiers was A. Hostein.?” According to this account, during the siege
of Philippopolis Cniva was persuaded by one of the refugees from the lower city to make
a direct attack. He sent 5 men on a night-time reconnaissance, men who had volunteered
tempted by a reward in coin. In this context we find the following fragment:

Folio 195r (Martin and Gruskova 2014 [supra n.86] p. 736) :
1.29 (...) &OAx D& 1] M TOL PACINEWG. TQ HEV

1. 30 mMEw T aveABOVTL; TeEVTAKOTIOL dDAQELKOL. dEL-

Folio 195v (Martin and Gruskova 2015 [supra n.86] p. 38) :
L. 1 -tépw d¢ ToLKOOIOL. KAl TOITW T HETX TOVTOV

L. 2 [---]Tov. kal toig dAAoLg Opoiwe.

84 Gerov 1977 (supra n.48) 131-37; Wolfram 1990 (supra n.35) 55-57; Bleckmann 1992 (supra
n.48); Birley 1998 (supra n.46); D. Boteva, “On the chronology of the Gothic invasions under
Philippus and Decius (AD 248-251),” Arch. Bulgarige 5 (2001) 237-44; K. Dimitrov, “Novae
and the barbaric incursions in 238-251,” Orpheus, ]. Indo-European & Thracian Studies 15 (2005)
79-98; Kolendo 2008 (supra n.48); B. Bleckmann, “Stidosteuropa im III. und IV. Jahrhundert —
ereignisgeschichtlicher Teil,” in Online-Handbuch zur Geschichte Siidosteuropas. Bd. 1: Herrschaft
und Politik in Siidosteuropa bis 1800 (Regensburg 2016) 7-8.

85 J. Gruskova, Untersuchungen zu den griechischen Palimpsesten der Osterreichischen National-
bibliothek. Codices historici, Codices philosophici et philologici, codices iuridici (Vienna 2010); ead.,
“Further steps in revealing, editing and analysing important ancient Greek and Byzantine texts
hidden in palimpsests,” Graecolatina et Orientalia 33-34 (2012) 69-82.

86 J. Gruskova and G. Martin, “Ein neues Textstiick aus den ‘Scythica Vindobonensia’ zu den
Ereignissen nach der Eroberung von Philippopolis,” Tyche 29 (2014) 29-43; iid., “Zum Angriff
der Goten unter Kniva auf eine thrakische Stadt (Scythica Vindobonensia, f. 195v),” Tyche 30
(2015) 35-53; iid., “Neugelesener Text im Wiener Dexipp-Palimpsest (Scythica Vindobonensia,
f. 195v, Z. 6-10) mit Hilfe der Rontgenfluoreszenzanalyse,” ZPE 204 (2017) 40-46; iid.,
“‘Scythica Vindobonensia’: Geschichte und Ausblick. Mit einer Vorbemerkung von Otto
Kersten,” Geistes-, sozial- und kulturwissenschaftlicher Anzeiger 153 (2019) 69-91; G. Martin and
J. Gruskov4, “’Scythica Vindobonensia’ by Dexippus(?): new fragments on Decius’ Gothic Wars,”
GRBS 54 (2014) 728-54; cf. C. Mallan and C. Davenport, “Dexippus and the Gothic invasions:
interpreting the new Vienna fragment (Codex Vindobonensis Hist. gr. 73, ff. 192v-193r),” JRS
105 (2015) 203-26; https://www.oeaw.ac.at/en/byzantine-research/language-text-and-script/
book-culture-palaeography-and-palimpsests/scythica-vindobonensia/.

87  Hostein 2017 (supra n.11) 40-45.
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“As prizes the king offered 500 darics to the first man to climb the walls, and to the second

(195v) 300, and to the third after him [...], and to the rest similarly”.
As noted by Hostein, while this entire fragment has the nature of an anecdote and might
be a literary turn drawn from earlier sources used by Dexippus, it may nonetheless refer,
to some extent at least, to the reality of the age which was well-known to a contemporary
of the events he was describing. Plainly, the word dareikoi used to describe gold coins in a
text written around the year 250 is an anachronism. This is understandable given that its
author was an Athenian in the habit of drawing on the terminology of Herodotus. In fact,
there can be no doubt that around the middle of the 3rd c. dareikoi refers to aurei, the main
gold denomination of that age.

The earliest and the normal way in which barbarian communities became acquainted
with the function of coin was through military service as mercenaries. Army pay issued
in coin by Hellenistic rulers, and additional gratifications awarded for special merit — to
tribal leaders in particular —, were the main means for the Celts to become familiar with
the role of coin.?8 However, in the present case we have a unique description of how coin
may have been distributed within a single group made up of Gothic warriors, as part of the
relationship between the chieftain and his comitatus.

That coins could have been used as a reward for merit shown on the battlefield by Ger-
manic men in an even earlier period is suggested by the archaeological and numismatic
context of finds in bogs of the Baltic Sea region. Of these, the best studied is Deposit A
from site 1 at Illerup Adal, Skanderborg Amt (E Jutland). It yielded one of the largest series
of Roman coins yet recorded in Barbaricum, nearly all from a well-defined context. They
are interpreted as elements of the personal equipment of a defeated troop (comitatus) of
Germanic warriors which, following the battle, was cast into the lake by the victors on a
certain day in the early 3rd c. The assemblage includes 194 denarii, ranging from Nero to
Commodus, 4 barbarous imitations of denarii, and 1 sestertius of Antoninus Pius. A detailed
analysis of the context of the coins demonstrated that most had been kept in pouches, one
of the personal effects of the fallen warriors. In the part of the site investigated, there were
at least 20 pouches holding between a single and not less than 28 coins (possibly as many
as 71); typically, a pouch held between 1 and 6 denarii. The presence of a similar number
of Roman coins in pouches worn on a belt has been confirmed by other bog deposits from
Barbaricum, notably at Nydam and Thorsberg (Jutland). Probably the denarii had passed
out of the empire during the final years of Commodus as subsidies paid to superiores bar-
bari; they were then redistributed within Barbaricum.

Bursche’s intuition in 2011 was that a larger group of denarii originally obtained by the
leader(s) of a troop was subsequently shared among the warriors, rewarding merit in com-
bat in accordance with the contribution each had made. It seemed to be the most logical
explanation for what the archaeological record showed,® and it seems to be confirmed,

88  G. T. Griffith, The mercenaries of the Hellenistic world (Cambridge 1935) 78-79; D. Nash, Coinage
in the Celtic world (London 1987) 13-21 and 42-46; M. Kostial, Kelten im Osten. Gold und Silber der
Kelten in Mittel- und Osteuropa. Sammlung Lanz (Munich 1997) 10-11; G. Dembski, Miinzen der
Kelten (Vienna 1998) 13; J. Militky, “Die Boier und die Numismatik — Gegenwdértiger Stand der
Forschung und die Moglichkeiten der Interpretation des Fundbestandes,” in M. Karwowski,
V. Sala¢ and S. Sievers (edd.), Boier zwischen Realitit und Fiktion. Kollog. 2013 (Bonn 2015) 78;
S. Nieto-Pelletier and J. Olivier, “Les statéres aux types de Philippe II de Macédoine: de I'Egée
a la Gaule, des originaux aux imitations,” RN 173 (2016) 171-229.

89  A.Bursche, Illlerup Adal 14: Die Miinzen (Arhus 2011) 83-84; cf. also Rau 2010 (supra n.32) 45-52;



The Gothic invasions of the mid-3rd c. A.D. and the Battle of Abritus 223

even if indirectly, by the passage from the Scythica Vindobonensia. The same fragment pro-
vides the key to how aurei attributable to the outcome of Abritus, approximately the same
date as that text, might have spread across practically the whole of Gothic territory.

Conclusions

Our analysis of the archaeological, numismatic and written sources has generated some
interesting observations both about the Gothic invasions and about phenomena in terri-
tory outside the Roman frontiers that was settled by the Goths.

From the new finds of aurei of Decius and his immediate predecessors which have been
surfacing at an exponential rate in W Ukraine, the hypothesis about the capture at Abritus
at least of part, if not the whole, of the imperial treasury by Gothic detachments may be
considered valid. The emperor must have determined that the aerarium, or at least a part of
it consisting mainly of gold, would be safer under his direct supervision than left at Rome
in the charge of the young Hostilian — that is to say, it was safer under the protection of
the Roman army, above all Decius’ praetorian guard. We may surmise that other emperors
on campaign also took along a part of the treasury for running expenses (army payments
in particular). The treasury carried by Decius was mostly gold, presumably several tonnes
of it. Gold was easier to transport than silver, of which a much larger quantity would be
needed when intended for donativum payments following victorious battles.®® Similar to
the imperatores of the Late Republic, the emperor probably travelled with a field mint,
whose employees cast the flans and struck the coins. This interpretation is supported by
the rather erratic weight of the aurei of even the same type issued by Decius (e.g., RIC 16a,
21a or 28a), where the difference exceeds 1.5 gm (something previously unheard of), as
well as by the trimming of overweight flans and the careless manner of minting the coins.”!
It suggests that the working conditions were difficult, even basic, and that the minting
process was a rather rushed affair. If this is true, then in addition to the aurei, the treasury
seized at Abritus by the Goths probably also included gold ingots.

The capture by the Goths and their allies of other types of loot in the Balkan provinces
is also confirmed by finds in W Ukraine other than the aurei. Notably these include bronze
vessels, military diplomas, metal fittings of Roman belts and horse harnesses, and provin-
cial bronze coins. Within Barbaricum, bronze was a highly prized alloy, used in making
clothes fittings, jewellery and many other everyday objects. At a slightly later period, plun-
der taken in the western provinces also consisted mostly of bronzes.*?

A. Bursche, “Roman coins from Illerup Adal (Denmark),” in G. Pardini, N. Parise and F. Marani
(edd.), Numismatica e archeologia. Monete, stratigrafie e contesti. Dati a confronto (Rome 2017) 466.

90  We are practically without sources that have to do with the transport of coins in the 3rd c.:
cf. R. Wolters, “Geldverkehr, Geldtransporte und Geldbuchungen in romischer Republik und
Kaiserzeit: Das Zeugnis der schriftlichen Quellen,” RBelgeNum 152 (2006) 23-49; J. Van Heesch,
“Transport of coins in the Later Roman Empire,” ibid. 51-61.

91  According to Bland 1996 (supra n.55) 72 and 97, fig. 14, the aim was to reduce the weight of
the aurei. For a different view, see G. Radoslavova, G. Dzanev and N. Nikolov, “The battle at
Abritus in AD 251: written sources, archaeological and numismatic data,” Arch. Bulgarica XV.3
(2011) 28-31; Bursche 2013, 160.

92 E.Kiinzl, Die Alamannenbeute aus dem Rhein bei Neupotz: Pliinderungsgut aus dem rémischen Gallien
(Mainz 1993); J. Kolendo and J. Trynkowski, “La main votive dolichénienne trouvée a Myszkéw
et les butins de guerre des Barbares,” Novensia 10 (1998) 251-64; E. Kiinzl, Die Alamannenbeute
aus dem Rhein bei Neupotz (Mainz 2008).
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Finds of aurei linked to the Battle of Abritus are noted everywhere on Gothic territory,
from the N coast of the Black Sea to the S coast of the Baltic. Note, however, that to the
east of the Dnieper we find no aurei of Gordian III, Philip the Arab or Decius,”® no Roman
bronze vessels in grave assemblages,”* and no Roman military diplomas.?® Locally-made
gold objects are equally rarely encountered.”® According to the currently accepted view,
settlements of the Chernyakhiv culture extended to the left bank of the Dnieper only at the
start of the 4th ¢.” The actual distribution of the aurei presumably was somewhat differ-
ent than that currently recorded, there having been a much larger number in the N region
settled by people of the Wielbark culture. Such a wide geographical spread of the gold
coins raises questions about the distribution method. Given the passage in the Scythica Vin-
dobonensia, it seems likely that they were shared out by Cniva and/or detachment leaders
among the warriors who had fought at Abritus; perhaps, then, the non-monetary gold and
other plunder were shared out in a similar manner. The detachments and warriors hail-
ing from the entire territory settled by the Goths will then have returned home, some of
them to the distant north, with the spoils of war. This was presumably the main source of
gold for the manufacture of clothing fittings and jewellery, including arm-rings, neck-rings
and finger-rings — objects of power and prestige when used locally. As noted, during the
archaeological phase C2 (corresponding to the second half of the 3rd c.) there is a rapid
increase of gold items in grave assemblages.

It is likely that the aurei were worn as pendants, possibly also as clothing fittings or as
decoration on weapons. After a warrior died, they were deposited in his grave with his
other personal effects. This is the reason for their frequency in Gothic lands, much higher
than within the empire where they would have normally been melted down to make new
coins. It is reasonable to suppose that most of the mid-3rd c. aurei derive from grave assem-
blages lost to post-depositional processes or disturbed by treasure-hunters. This would
explain why so many are partly melted down: they had passed through the cremation
pyre. For the same reason, the aurei, one imagines, were cut up when their owner died as
a form of destroying them, just as with the rest of his personal effects (gold jewellery used
to display his prestige, clothing fittings, military equipment, bronze vessels). Within Bar-
baricum, this is the first time that coins were treated in this manner, and on such a scale:
in reality, this is a rare phenomenon. Only two later cut-up aurei have been recorded thus
far: one of Gallienus and one of Carinus. This makes it probable that the cut-up aurei are
the result of a special treatment accorded to the spoils of war by barbarians. One may
imagine that they were destroyed before being placed inside the grave, as a way of mark-
ing in a symbolic manner the fact that the warrior being buried had taken part in the

93  Mprun 2018, 41.

94  Cf. Levada and Potupcik 2017 (supra n.36) 418, fig. 6.

95  Hagasiprak 2018 (supra n.38) 258-59, fig. 9.

96  Cf.K.N. Skvorcov, “Zniszczony pochowek z zawieszka lunulowata z Pétwyspu Sambijskiego,”
Wiadomodci Archeologiczne 65 (2014) 281, fig. 5; K. Mesrun, “Late Roman period gold foil
pendants stamped with anthropomorphic and zoomorphic ornaments from the Barbaricum,”
in A. Pesch and M. Helmbrecht (edd.), Gold foil figures in focus. A Scandinavian find group and
related objects and images from ancient and medieval Europe (Munich 2019) 256, fig. 10.

97 M. B. Jobuues, “O0 ®THOKYyABTYpPHBHIX IIpoOlleccax IIO3AHEPUMCKOTO BpeMEHUM B 30He
AHETIpO-JAOHeIKOl AecocTernm (B CBeTe WCCAeAOBAHMII apXe0AOTMYecKOTO KOMILAeKca
Boitrenkn),” in V. O. I'asputyxun and A. M. Boponnos (edd.), Jecnas u Aecocmentas 30Hbt
Bocmounoii Eéponvl 6 anoxu pumckux éausinuil u Beauxozo nepeceaerius napodos (Tyaa 2008) 257-90;
/106maes 2019 (supra n.10) 184-85 and 254.
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famous victory and was their only legitimate owner. The crushing of the Roman army by
the Goths and the killing of the Roman emperor must have been a major event in the bar-
barian consciousness and self-identity. The gold coins seized on that occasion will have
assumed the role of a symbol, a prestige object invested with the glory of a great victory.
Holes were made in the aurei, always from the obverse, and as a rule above the head of the
emperor or his family member. For the Goths, the imperial portrait seems to have played
a r0le as an insignia; it confirmed their participation in the famous battle resulting in the
defeat of the leader of their greatest enemy. At least in the case of the aurei of Decius and
his immediate predecessors, the holes would have been made shortly after the capture of
the imperial treasury. There is evidence, in the form of tools found with other warrior gear
in the bog deposits, that some members of the Germanic troops were craftsmen, who will
have ncluded goldsmiths skilled enough to punch holes in the coins;*® their more regular
duty would probably have been to make repairs to armour, and it was they who made the
holes in the aurei, perhaps even before the troops left Roman territory.

The practices of destroying the aurei connected with the Battle of Abritus and depos-
iting them in graves on the lands of the Gothic peoples and their allies had momentous
repercussions, for each new generation of warriors would have wished to own prestigious
objects similar to those that had been so important for their forebears. However, the influx
of later aurei did not satisfy this demand, which is presumably why the first Germanic imi-
tative coins were born, the earliest of which date from the second half of the 3rd c. Nearly
all were pierced and, over time, provided with a loop for suspension.

A clear majority of the early gold barbarous imitations have come to light on the lands
of Goths and their allies; they cluster in central and W Ukraine, which is also the area
with the largest pool of finds of original Roman aurei (map 6);” it is also the same region
in which we find a concentration of Roman bronze vessels, military diplomas and Roman
provincial coins from Balkan mints, looted presumably around 250 from the provinces on
the Lower Danube. This same territory, lying between the middle reaches of the Dnieper
and the upper and middle reaches of the Southern Bug and the Dniester, respectively, is
traditionally recognized as the cradle of the Chernyakhiv culture. This presumably was
the homeland of most of the warriors who were led by Cniva to storm Philippopolis and
other Roman towns on the lower Danube, who prevailed at Abritus, and who came home
back with their plunder.!® It is plausible that they also brought with them to their barbar-
ian homelands Roman captives, including some craftsmen with appreciable know-how.
This could explain the major advances made in pottery, glassmaking, metallurgy, turn-
ing on a lathe, and so on in the Cherniakhiv culture.!® Could it be that it is here, in the

98 A.S.Dobat, Werkzeuge aus kaiserzeitlichen Heeresausriistungsopfern. Mit besonderer Beriicksichtigung
der Fundpliitze lllerup Adal und Vimose (Arhus 2008); Bursche 2011 (supra n.89) 22-23.

99 H.W. Horsnees, “Networking in north-eastern Barbaricum. A study of gold imitations of Roman
coins,” in L. Bjerg, J. Lind and S. Sindbeek (edd.), From Goths to Varangians. Communication
and cultural exchange between the Baltic and the Black Sea (Arhus 2013) 94, map. 2; K. Mb1srus,
I. Vida and T. Wiecek, “Gold imitations of Roman coins from collection of Hungarian National
Museum in Budapest,” in Niezabitowska-Wisniewska et al. (supra n.24) vol II, 226, fig. 5; T. E.
Wiecek, Zlote nasladownictwa monet rzymskich z kregu gockiego (Ph.D. diss., Warsaw Univ. 2019).

100 Cf. Mpizrun 2018, 46-47.

101 Glassmaking: IO./1. Illamrosa, “MacTepckast o TponsBOACTBY cTekaa y ¢. Komaposo (III-1V 8B.),”
Cosemcxas apxeorozus 3 (1978) 230-42; O. C. Pymanuesa, “Crekao4eaaTeAbHOe IPOU3BOACTBO B
PMMCKOe BpeMsI U DIIOXY PaHHETO CpeAHEeBEKOBBSI: MCTOUHMKY, (PaKTel, runoressy,” Poccutickas
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Map 6. Distribution of finds of gold imitations of Roman coins:

I (in gold): Chernyakhiv (eastern European) group of imitations; II (in red): Danubian group of imitations;
dot = finds with known localization; circle = finds with a very approximate localization;

Dark grey: area of the Wielbark culture in the mid-3rd-early 5th c.

Light grey: area of the Chernyakhiv culture in the 4th-early 5th c.

Hatched: area of the Chernyakhiv culture in the second half of the 3rd c.

(after Horsnees 2013 [supra n.99], 94, map 2; Me3ruH et al. 2018, 229, fig. 5).

apxeorozus 3 (2011) 86-97; ead., “Crekaogeane 3a AuMecoM: HOBble JaHHBIE 00 OpraHM3aLiu
IIPOM3BOACTBa U XpoHOAoruM Mactepckoii B Komapose,” Stratum plus 4, 141-64.

Pottery: A. A. Bobpunckuit, I'onuapcmeo Bocmouroii Esponvt (Moscow 1978); id., I'onuaprvie
macmepckue u zopHvt Bocmounoii Esponvr (Moscow 1991); Maromegos 2001, 96-100; O. lyabre
and M. B. /lio6ndges, “O6 M3roropAeHny TOHYapHOI KepaMUKM B YepPHSIXOBCKOI KyABType.
TonuapHLI TOpH Ha Toceaenun Boritenkn (Bocrounas Ykpauna),” Apxeorozis i 0agHa icmopis
Yxpainu, 2 (Kuis 2010) 183-90; D. llyastne (E. Schultze), M. B. /A06nues and K. B. MbIsrux
(edd.), Ipoussodcmeo xepamuku 6 Bocmounoii Espone: nosonepumckoe pems — paritee cpedHesekosve
— ntoéoe épems (Ostrogothica-Serie [Hefte] 2; Xapskos 2013).

Metallurgy: I'.A. Bosnecenckas, “Texmmka obpaboTkm >keaeza u craaw,” Mamepuarv
u uccaedosarus no apxeorozuu CCCP 187 (1972) 8-49; C.B. Ilampkos, “IIpo oprammsariio
BUPOOHMIITBA 3a4i3a y maemeH aicocrerniosoi 30HM CxigHoi €sponu meproi moaosunam I tuc.
H.e.,” in L IT. Toaouko (ed.) Cmapodaste supobruimeo na mepumopii Yipainu (Kuis 1992) 94-116;
E. A. Uepnsix and T. B. bapriesa, “CriekrpoaHaauTidecKue 1ccAeA0BaHNs IIBETHOTO MeTala
YePHIXOBCKOM KyAbTYphl,” Kpamxue cooOuerus Vncmumyma apxeorocuu AH CCCP 121 (1972)
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region settled by Gothic élites, that their power centre lay, and where the future “kingdom
of Ermanaric” later came into being? Gothic leaders, and even rulers such as Cniva and
Ostrogotha, came from such military élites.!%2 A major role in this process could have been
played by the victorious wars and the plunder taken during them.

APPENDIX
Finds of cut-up aurei in Roman provinces

In 2010,19 R. Raynaund published 12 fragments of aurei identified in auction catalogues
and private collections. In a series of supplements,'% he added to this list 7 more fragments
of aurei and a single fragment of a unique gquaternio of Gallienus. All are confined to the
period between 67/68 and 308, with 3rd-c. issues forming the absolute majority.!% Almost
all are unprovenanced, with no details about their archaeological context. For most, we
do not even know whether they were discovered on Roman territory or outside the fron-
tiers, except for the fragment of a coin of Carinus found in Ukraine, and a fragment of an
aureus of Postumus found in England;!% provenance is given for two other coins, namely
Hungary (a fragment of an issue Probus) and the Balkans (a fragment of an aureus of Dio-
cletian), but the information is too general to establish on which side of the Roman frontier
they were discovered.

Nonetheless, some of them at least definitely surfaced within a Roman province. Two
fragments of aurei are the result of metal-detecting in England: the coin of Postumus
mentioned above came to light at Deerhurst, Glos.,'%” and that of Probus at Middleton,
Northants.!%® Fragments of aurei published by Raynaund show a chronological range dif-
ferent from the finds in Gothic territory: most are issues from the second half of the 3rd
c. and start of the 4th, with no less than 8 confined to the period from 284/285 to 308.
Meanwhile, except for two fragments, all the other specimens found in east-central Europe
have been dated up to the year 251. Interestingly, among the 20 fragments published by
Raynaund there is not a single issue of Decius, in contrast to the pool of finds attributed to
the effects of Abritus where these types are very much in evidence.

The absence of fragmented aurei bearing evidence of a hole, so typical for the finds
from Gothic territory (except for the coin of Carinus), may be due to selection by auction
houses of better preserved, less damaged coins to attract potential buyers. For the same
reason, the pool published by R. Raynaund is made up mostly of halves of aurei and other
larger fragments. As such, this is not a representative sample, which makes that author’s

95-103; Maromegos 2001, 93-96.

102 Wolfram 1990 (supra n.35) 389-90; “Kniva,” in Reallexikon der Germanischen Altertumskunde vol.
17.2 (2001) 34-37; id. 2018 (supra n.48); id. 2019 (supra n.48).

103 Raynaund 2010 (supra n.12).

104 See the works of Raynaund (2011a, 2011b, 2012, 2014, 2015, 2017, 2018) cited in n.12 above, as
well as his “Les aurei découpés: supplement 4, Carin,” Bull. Cercle d’Etudes Numismatiques 50.1
(2013) 135-36.

105 We leave out the partly-cut aureus of Augustus which we believe to be of a different character:
Raynaund 2011b (supra n.12) 389.

106 Raynaund 2010 (supra n.12) 248.

107 R. Bland and X. Loriot, Roman and Early Byzantine gold coins found in Britain and Ireland, with an
Appendix of new finds from Gaul (London 2010) 159 no 202.

108 PAS NARC-B63118 (unknown to R. Raynaund).
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In this situation the only acceptable explanation for this rather sporadic practice of cut-
ting up gold coins must be economic. In a period of a fiscal crisis, with a shortage within
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the Empire”. Proc. Workshop 2005 (Coll. Moneta 82, 2008) 407; ]. Bemmann, “Mitteldeutschland
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47 (2014) 179-213.
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Proc. XV Int. Numismatic Congress: Taormina 2015 (Rome-Messina 2017) vol. 2, 723-26.
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the provinces of good silver coin and of gold denominations smaller than the aureus (the
latter fluctuating in weight), people in some special cases may have resorted to making
payments in weighed gold. To obtain the equivalent of a pound of gold, its fraction or
the required number of scripula, gold coins would be cut up. Nonetheless, this practice of
cutting up aurei was probably very rare inside the empire, unlike what was happening in
Gothic territory.

Consequently, what we have may be simply an extraordinary coincidence: aurei cut up
during roughly the same period both within the empire and outside its borders, but for
apparently different reasons. What is relevant from the numismatic point of view is that
some of the gold coins that were cut up on both sides of the limes go back as far as the sec-
ond half of the 1st c., post Nero’s reform. This would mean that around the year 250 these
aurei were still in regular use within the empire. But this is a topic that requires further
study.

abursche@yahoo.com Instytut Archeologii, Uniwersytet Warszawski
kvmyzgin@gmail.com Instytut Historyczny, Uniwersytet Warszawski

Authors’ acknowledgements

The present article was written within the context of the project “Imagines Maiestatis: Barbarian Coins,
Elite Identities and the Birth of Europe IMAGMA)” as part of the Beethoven Programme funded by
the National Science Centre of Poland, awarded on the basis of DEC 2014/15/G/HS3/04583, imple-
mented in cooperation with the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (the part by A. Bursche), and
within the project “Crisis of the Roman Empire in the 3rd c.: causes and reflection in ancient sources”
funded by the National Science Centre awarded on the basis of DEC-2017/25/B/HS3/01299 (the part
by K. Mr1arun). A. Bursche prepared his part thanks to the East European Fellowship (funded by the
Ronus Foundation) at the Heberden Coin Room, Ashmolean Museum, Oxford.

For their assistance and advice, we are indebted to Katarzyna Balbuza, Roger Bland, Claus von
Carnap-Bornheim, Stefanie Hoss, Anthony Hostein, Renata Madyda-Legutko, Magdalena
Maczyniska, Marzena Przybyta, Andreas Rau, Jan Schuster, Michael Speidel, David Wigg-Wolf
and Adam Zidtkowski, as well as Cepriit Jdizernko, Benjamin Hellings, Makcum /lesaga, Dragan
Milutinovi¢, Oaekcanap Haasipusak and Tomasz Wiecek.

Editor’s acknowledgement

Editorial assistance with the Ukrainian and Russian was kindly provided by Kateryna Bolonnikova
(Pomona College, CA).






