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Roman Sicily

Malcolm Bell, III

R. J. A. WILSON, SICILY UNDER THE ROMAN EMPIRE: THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF A
ROMAN PROVINCE, 36 B.C. A.D. 535 (Aris and Phillips, Warminster 1990). Pp. 452, 12
colour plates, 290 black and white illustrations. ISBN 0 85668 160 1.

Prior to the publication of this long-awaited book, the most recent general study of Roman
Sicily was the 150-page chapter by Vincent Scramuzza, in volume 3 of Tenney Frank’s An
economic survey of ancient Rome. Scramuzza’s work of 1937 was, moreover, the first of its kind,
for Roman Sicily, overshadowed by the eventful history and monument-strewn landscape of the
Greek city-states, has never attracted adequate scholarly attention. More recently, a series of
useful articles and chapters in larger publications, including several by Roger Wilson, has
produced new materials and stimulated debate about issues.! So has the discovery of such
important Roman sites as the 4th-c. villas at Piazza Armerina, Patti, and Helorus, and the
residential quarters at Agrigentum and Tyndaris; and there have also been several studies of
major Roman monuments.? Of particular importance have been the results of two archaeo-
logical surveys of rural areas with evidence for Roman occupation? In addition to providing
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