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The supposed Augustan arch at Pavia (Ticinum) and
the Einsiedeln 326 manuscript

Charles Brian Rose

One of the most frequently cited examples of Julio-Claudian dynastic imagery is a triumphal arch at
Pavia (ancient Ticinum) in northern Italy, supposedly erected by Augustus and crowned by 10 statues of the
Julio-Claudian family.! There are no remains of such an arch in Pavia, and the only evidence for its
existence comes from the 9th-c. Einsiedeln 326 manuscript, a valuable topographical source for classical
monuments and inscriptions within the city of Rome.? Folios 77'-79 of this manuscript contain a travel
itinerary of Rome which proceeds from the gate of St. Peter to the church of St. Paul fuori le mura and then
presumably back again to St. Peter's (fig.1).? Near the end of the itinerary, under the rubric “IN PORTA
PATPIA”, the monk listed in 3 parts a series of Julio-Claudian inscriptions which constitute 10 dedications
in the dative case.? In the first group appear Nero, son of Germanicus, Drusus the Younger, Germanicus, and
Tiberius; in the second, Augustus and Livia; and in the third, Gaius and Lucius Caesar, Claudius, and
Drusus Caesar son of Germanicus.>
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Mommsen 1850 (supra n.1) 313-20 = Gesammelte Schriften 8 (1913) 93-100. Each of the inscriptions was
originally oriented vertically and placed side by side. When the monk copied the inscriptions, however, he
treated all of the dedications as a single unit, reading from left to right rather than from top to bottom.
Mommsen realised the monk’s error and reconstructed their original appearance. His reconstuction has been
emended by M. Stuart, AJA 40 (1936) 320 n.2 and 321 n.3. The rearrangement is as follows:

Section 1: Nero Caesar — Neroni [ulio/Germanici [f.]/Aug. pronepoti/Caesari;

Drusus, son of Tiberius — D[ruso Iulio Ti.] f./ Augusti nepoti/Divi pron. Caesari/ pontifici;

Germanicus — Germanico/ Iulio Ti.f./ Augusti nepot./Divi pron, Caesari/augurique;

Tiberius — Ti. Caesari/Augusti f./Divi nepot. pont./cos.ter.Imp.ter./tribuniciae potestatis VIII

Section 2: Augustus — Imp.Caesari/Divi f. Augusto/pontific. maximo/ patri patriae Aug. XVVir S.F. VIIVir
Epulon/cos. XIII Imp. XVII tribunic. potest. XXX;

Livia - Livia<e>/Drusi f. /uxori Caesaris Aug.

Section 3: Gaius Caesar — [C.] Caesari/ Augusti f./Divi nepot./pontific. cos./imperatori;

Lucius Caesar — <L.> Caesari/ Augusti f./ Divi nepot./auguri cos. design./principi iuventutis;

Drusus Caesar — Druso Iulio/Germanici f./ Aug. pronepot./Germanico;

Claudius — Ti. Claudio/Drusi Germanici f./Neroni Germanico.
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