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Introduction

Khirbet Wadi Hamam is located in the eastern Lower Galilee above the gorge of Wadi 

mains of which cover c.3 ha, was one of the largest villages in the eastern Galilee during 

rectly below the site and by its situation close to the ancient route that led from the Sea of 
Galilee through Wadi Arbel to central Galilee, and from there to the Mediterranean coast. 

(2 km) and Tiberias (6 km), the ancient name of this village has not survived. The Ara-

1

moved to a permanent location opposite, also called Wadi Hamam.

Earlier research
2 The 

surveyors, who noted only “heaps of stones”, mistakenly called it by the name of a nearby 
site, Khirbet el Wereidat (preserved today on Israeli maps as Hurvat Veradim). J. Braslavsky 

a synagogue of ‘Galilean’ type.3 The remains were surveyed again in the 1970s and 1980s 
by G. Foerster and Z. Ilan.4 In 1991 Y. Shahar and Y. Tepper suggested that the site was 
the ancient village of Arbel, mentioned many times by Josephus and Rabbinic sources, 

5 The site was recently surveyed yet 
again as part of the Eastern Galilee Survey, in which hundreds of datable potsherds were 
collected from the surface.6 In the same survey, the site was also sampled using a shovel-
testing technique, whereby shallow test pits were dug throughout the village and all of the 

A.D., with none postdating the late 4th c.7

* All dates are A.D. unless otherwise indicated.
1 Rhode 1979, 88.
2 Conder and Kitchener 1881, 409.
3 Braslavsky 1925, 140.
4 Foerster 1983, 243; Ilan 1991, 128.
5 
6 Leibner 2009, 205-10.
7 Ibid. 71-74.
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