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An early Byzantine ‘élite” tomb
in a domestic context at Kaukana, Sicily
R.]J. A. Wilson

in collabaration with (.. Di Stefano, . W. Hayes and C. L. Suleshy
Introduction

‘Kaukana® is a late Romar and carly Byzanting village settlement on the S coast of Sicily,
near Funts Secca n Bagusa province. IH was -denlified in the (960s by P. Pelagatti, then an
Ispeltrice of the Seprinterdenza alle Antich:td at Syracuse.! The ground-plans of some 25
buildings, mest of them houses bul including a small palasochristian church, were foundg 2y
superficial clearance of the present surface, lollowed by seledlive excavation of parts of some of
them. The vil!ag& was idenhtified at the time 28 Kavxana, menticned b}-‘ boalta Plulem)«' angl
Procopius; although 1 do nol aceept the idenlilication [or reasons stated elsswhers,? 1 continue
tor refer ta the sile hera by its row-traditional appellaiion. A now research project, launched by
the University of British Columbia in collaboration with the Seprintendenza dei Beni Cullu-
rali ¢ Ambientali of Raguosa, was statted in the early summer of 2008 and continued in 2009 [ts
goal was o learn move about Lhe selllemenl, its evolubion over time and, on the basis of the
material culture, its links with other parts of Zicily and with the wider Medilerranean world.

The building chosen as the [oous of the research, no 6 on Pelagatt's plar, had not previous-
Iy seen detailed investigation. By analogy with other taldings at the settlement, it appeared
to consist of 4 rooms, arranged on bwa sides of a larger open arca inlerpreted as a courtvard. The
new excavations kave confirmec the presence of the vard and identified several phases in the
evilubior of the building. At first Bus was a ore-storey building consisting of just twa rooms
with an adjacenl walled yard {Phase 1). Soon allerwards (Phase 1A) the building was enare-
2d by adding an upper Hoor on too of the bwo rooms; this necessitated the building of a starcase
in the yard, In Phase 2, an additional room, probazly single-siorey, was added o the west of
ihe bwo-reem nucteus. in Phase 3, the vacd was exended westwards. Tn Phase 4, somewhat sur-
prisingly, & ;nanumental fomb was buill al the W end of the yard, ard ar addibional pactition
wall {re-using an olive-press weight with characteristic central swallow-tailed groove: Big. 1,
Far lefty was added to promde soe privacy for the activities which were conducted dlUUII..i
the tomb. e the course of Phase 5, the building vraduatty silted up with wind-blown sand.
despite al'empts to combat this by the periodic laying of rew Aoors at ever fugher levels.

Daling evidence for Phase 1 s al presend scarce, hut e occupalicn rraterial recovered o lar
falls generally in the period 430/53); Thase 2 b5 pot earlier than ¢.530/40; and Phase 4. on
whaeh this note will concentrate, dates 10 the second half of the dth ¢, with the |akest mater-
ial associated wilh the tomb dating to ¢ 600 ar a litkle later, Seme eacly 7th-¢. coirs in the
upper levels of the sand condirm that the Twilding had beeame completely silted vp by «625/50

The tumb and ts associaled features

The 1omb is a substanlial mostared struckare, measunmy extensally 277 By 1.20 o and stand-
irg a maxirun: of 0.84 m high It is ahgned N-5 ard was scta the NW comer of The yard ex-
tenision, up against pre-existing walls on the W and N sides (fig. 1, fereground). The cover-slabs
of the tomb vary in size and thickness. TUis clear from these and fromy 1he evidence of o doubie

1 The main repants are: P Pelagats, “Scavi ¢ ricerche archedlopehe nells provincia o: Rapgusa ™ Arhimn
sn;p rop Seracnsane 12 1966% Z3-26, “Liattvith della Soprintendenza ale anticiuta della Sialia Orien-
sale fra il 1969 & 5ER” Kokelos 1415 (1988-69) 3R5.57; “Intervenpe,” Roielos 1B-19 {1972-73) 183.866;
'Kaukana, Ln aratragEio Mizantine sulia gosse n exid: onale,” Sealin Arciweelagree 18-20 {19723 8004

and T Pelagatt and G O Swelans, Kok o chone Beanties {Palermo S8R
T Plo 345 Procop, BVand 1 144 C5 B ) A Wilson, Sinbr wnder tie Remtan Empire {(Warminswer 1950
93, n1%4; “Postilla,” in T P Rizzo jed.), D sbitgto ra adefne looitiners fra e pia detiche testosanianse
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cpistianr deglt Ipled [Convegno Ragusa-Calana 2003 (Pisa 2005) 16307,
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