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The wall-top at castrum Bigorra (Saint-Lézer):
an alternative interpretation and reconstruction

Jason Wood

The Late Roman military site of castrum Bigorra (Saint-Léwer) lies ©.18 km north of Tarbes
in the départemenl of Haules Pyrénées,) The site forms parl of a regional group of Late Roman
dofenices in Hae province of Movempopulanns characterized b}-‘ h'i"-fnp lorations, I[‘lﬂl!"-'cl}'
small enclosed areas. narrow walls, irregulariy spaced towers, and the absence of spolid in the
foundakions.?

Between 1998 and 2005, a research programme led by C. Darles sought to identily and survey
e visible remmaing of the wall aircuit, large sections of which now |k fallen and displaced due
to erosion of the sloping ground. The aim was to record and analyze the mode of constroction,
the fnrmn of the surviving wall-tap, and the overall morohology of the defences. A proect
display anl interpret the site 1w now envisaged, including a full-scale replica of a part of the
curiain walld

The ferm of the wall-top at Saint-Léver

As reporled in fRA 15 (20021 evidence lor the form of he wall-top was recovered from the
western sector of the cirruit (fragments “A", "1 and especially "E™) and from the site of &
probable N gate (fragment “100"}* These observations coincided with the discovery of further
eviderce for et Roman wall-iops in 5W France ab Carcassonne® and at Saint-Bertrand-de-
Commirges (perhaps the best surviving example in Exrope). At Saint-Lézer, only the basal
remaing of e wall-lop survive, seen best in fragment “LE” (figs. 1-2) where a protuding bed of
maorlar is laid mostly across the cential part of the vrall-top. The mortar bed s smooth and
lewel. s roughay straight edges are sod back (rom the ling of the denuded external and internal
faces of the wal, This nas the eifect of creating a slig™t longitudinal slep in the masonry a-
each suie. Protriding from the sucface of the mostar bed, and against its edge closest to the
exlernal wall face, are Whree more or less-egaidislant scuare stumps of mortar and slone. A
sories of 7 square-sectioned slotz interrupt the martar bed. Thesze are evenly spaced but alter-
nately long and shott. The longer slots Iraverse ©ne fel width of the mortar bed and are seated
against the right-nand side of the square slumps 2f mortar and slone The shovier slols
penetrate only half the dislance into the mortar bed AL the slots traverse the masonry at the
base of the ongnudinal step above the inlernal wall face. There (s no indication that they
comtizued beyord the morlar bed o traverse the cquivacent slep above the exlernal face.

1 For Backgeouwnd informabion ard Rl kibkiography, see ]-5 Le Maiy, O Schaad and C, Servelle, “Ea eité
de Tarbes ot le castriem Bigorra-Saint Dézer,” Agrebama 24 {198} 73-104; O Darles, “Ftat -des
recherches concernan: les fortifications de Sami-Lézer, un castram de Fantiguitd tacdive ea
Movempaoanie, provmee &' Aquitaire,” in & Kedoiguez Celmeners ard T Roeda de Lioacea (eddl),
Minrades de cindades rorangs en o Oceiderte det Imperny {Zopo MEIP) 18790,

2 Asoweell as Sacnl-T8zer, the sites itchade Auch, Baras, Lectoine, Lescar, Sainl Borcand-de CLMmITLnges,
and Sainl L.sivr-en-Couserans. For a description and discass.on of the contesr of this regronal group,
see 5 Enovarde Cleary and [ Wood, Seivt-Ferbrand-de-Cowminges 111 Le rempart de Panbiquaré iardive 42
I wtic haute {TPessac 20050Y 2721-4.
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