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Antium, the Palatium and the Domus Tiberiana again
Pier Luigi Tucci

in the preceding article C. P. Joncs has raised some interesting points. He suggests relaining
the manuscript reading & Aviie in scclions 16-18 of Galen's new work, He would take the
library that Galen seems to distinguish from the libraries on the Palatine (or in ihe Pa.ace} as
the library in the imperial villa at Anktium, [ would take it a» the library in the Llamus
Tiberiana, arguing that no part of the vilta at Antum where the library mright have stood can
realistically be thought of as “low lying and marshy™, asd that the term xogiov does not apply
to a roorn buk a place. | will then go back to consider the Iibragies of Rome and to make a
distinction between the Paiatium and the Domus Tiberiana proper.

Antium and the imperial villa

According to Jones, Galen implies that the library of the willa already existed between AL
162 and 166, et prior o the 180s theve were no buildings next o the coast, 50 the lbrary cannot
b located low down towards the shore-line or have been {ost there to crosion. Subseguent ba the
1975 monograph on the villa, which dealt chiclly with its mosaw floors, a survey and re-
examination of the earlier excavations have shed new light on its structures.! Berween the st
c. B . and the second half of the Znd ¢. A D. the ¢liff retained s natural state; on top of the
plateau a curvi-linear portice opened towards the sea (the foundations remain loday), while
the residential quarter stood behind the partico? In a second building phase danng to the late
Antonine feazly Severan age, the curvifinear portico was demolished and it area was gocupied
by a series of halls. At sea level the cliff was cut back and a huge substruchure built, consisting
of a reclangular partico flanked on the inside by a cryptoporticus,” onto which opened a smal!
hall, which was probably a !ricliniin rather than a library (it would have been too exposed to
the wavesh Contre Jones {p. 395), the possible idenlification of the library with the ecly olher
hall at s2a level off the cryploporlicus was queslioned ot because of the proximiry of the sea
but because in its rear wall there were only three circular and two very shaliow rectangular
niches, which were plastered and nat divided by shelves. e hall was also modified by
partitiony walls, isolating each of the 5 niches. Decorated with frescoes depicting a garden and
a hunt, it was probably a wumphaeam. The actual library of the villa must have been either in
the onginal residential quarter or the plateau or above the substructures, but both locations are
neither marshy nor extremely low-lyingt

The noun ywpiov may well indicate an interior space such as a hall or avditorium, but Galen
himself used it in O progaesis 2.7-8 with a dilferent meaning. In 169, when Marcus Aureliuvs
leit Rome on campaign against the Germans, Galen “decided to rekire at different times to the
various spots where his [Marvus Aureliug’} son Commodus resided’ (Eyvev dviyopely wotis
{hdote ElG GRho yuplov Ev GnEp dv & vidg mutod Koalpkodeg). In this case ywplov corresponds ta
an imperial residence, possibly “Lavinium, [ anavium, Tibur and Antiain® 5 O course, this list
of places is conjectural and the possibility that Anbum was among them should now be disiniss-
ed. Indeed, Galen used to go sround with the young Commodus having the task ‘to atlend his
iMarcus Aurelius’l son, should he ever falk ill° (Or pregnesis 9.7), 'to preserve hirmn in a state of
health’, and “to employ my fie, Galen's] services il he fell il (On my omn books 20 IF Jones

] AN jaia, "Anzio, La villa wnpertale,” in M. Valens {zd.), “Residenze imperial: nel Lazio,” Trscihate
- Chuzderni del Adwcee dt Monie Forrie Catere 2 (Frascatn 2008) 7368

2 Compare at Rome the rortl Lirckdlara on the P and the imperial palace isseli, where the residential
buitdings were lzcated behind similar curvilinear fagades.

3 This is where trne “aides of Antiun’ was diseovered,

4 The building in whick Fre Fasti Antiates were discovered might hava heen 2 librasy: F. De Dolignac,
"Archives de Carchéologic romaine du XVIIe siecle,” MEFRA 112 (2000) 62B. In any case it was cr. e
plateaw, nor on the coast: of - Brandizzd Vitaook, At dpzie ¢ Netlime 0 fpaea P p—— (Fawrae 20003
3237,

£ V. MNutton, Galen. O Proguesis (Berlin 1979) 199-21 and 211-13

© Journal of Roman Archaeology 22 (2009)


https://journalofromanarchaeology.com/contact-us/



