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Books and libraries
in a newly-discovered treatise of Galen

Christopher Jones

From Galen himself, as well as from Arabic and Hebrew sources, it was known that Galen
wrote a work On st feeling grief (mepi ahuniag) after the great {ire of Rome that destroved
many ot his books and other possessions m A.D. 192 The wreatise had been thought e
trievably lost, but V. Boudon-Millot has identified it in a 15th-¢. manuscript now preserved in
Thessalonica and rediscovered only in 2005, the Viatadon 14. Despite the difficulties of the
manuscript, which besides being defective v many places was only accessible in microfitm, she
has now provided a text, translation and commentary. Such an extraordinary discovery will
doubtless elicit many fuctier contributions. Here § will discuss two passages. both of which
concern the precious manusceipts lost by Galen and others in the five, and the reasons why he
cannat repair the losses.!

The work takes the form of a letter, written to 2 persor. funmamed} who has asked Galen
how it is that he does not exhibit signs of gref after the losses he has sustained in the fire of
192, The mguirer seems to be a reul and not an imagined person. He was ‘cducated aleng with'
Galen, perhaps in Pergamon s, 57} he had observed Galen's lack of grief dunng "a certain
attack of the long-drawn-out Plague when [ lost practically all the servants [ had in Rome’ (&
1} he had suffered cnder Commodus {5, 57). At the time of wriling, presumably in the reign of
Septimius Severus, he is not it Rome, but it is not stated where ne s’

A5 the title implies, the work 15 concerned with resisting grief or regret, and with nsing
above circumstances 1o bear losses with equanimity. [t can be divided up as follows:

1-38  In response to his questioner, Galen enumerates the losses of equipment, boaks, and 50 on,
that he has suffered becawse of the fire;

39-46 examples of past philosophers who have borne with losses;

47-68 the inability ta bear loss iz due ta the inability to be satislied with enough, ie., to
insatiablity {gpléstia): Galen's vwn self-discipline is due to the traming given am by
his father and by others;

69-B4 Galen's afupiz not the same as gpathzie; he is oot indiierent to sefering, and would
never ask the gods to test him by sending it he only hoves by proper self-care to avoid
the worst Lhat they can send.

My concern khere is with two passages from he first section, one about manuscripts made
precious by being ediled or corrected by experts; the other about manuscripts of especially rare
works that have perished in the fire, or cannot be re-copied for other reasons.

Cralen nas ‘ust explained to his addressee that the Inst hooks cannot now be replaced. singe
‘all the libranes on the Falatine were bumned up on that day’ {s. 12) 1 give the text of the
tollerwing seclion as eeconstiluted by Bowdon-Millow, indicaling the manuseript readings swhere
she diverges from them, and thereatter an English translation:

1 V. Boadon-Millet, "Un traité perde e Galien muracalewsement retcouvd, be Snr Pinatedind do e
cragriner. Texte prec ¢t traduction frangaize,” in ead., A Guardasole and €. Magdelsine (edd)), Lo
sceence middicaie aatigne: noasears regards (Fans 2007) 73-123, M Scheefsky and I are prepanmg an
English trarslation. Boudon-Milot has alvo mven a summiary acecouns of the discovery and the contents
in “The library of 2 Greek seholar in the Roman erpire: new testimmony [iom Galen's recently Siscovered
Peri @iugpies,” in 1. Cill:ers fed.), Asclepios studics o0 gncieri medicine (Acta Classica Suppd. Z;
Bloerfantein 2008} 7-16. On the rediscovery of the manuscript, see also Boudon-Millot and A. Pietros
bell, “De Farzbe av grec: un nouvess: Wmom du texte de Galien (le Viatadon 143" CRAF 2305, 457-510,
ard the same zuthors’ "Galten ressuscité: édinion prareps du lexee grec du De propris placitis,” REG
118 {2005) 168-70. For a first discussion, see P. L Tuced, "Galen’s storeronen, Rome's libraries, and the
fire of AD 192" JRA 21 {2008} 133-49, favoring a date for the five in the hrst quarier of 192,

:  Onthe pessonalily of the mowirer, Boudon-Miller 2007 jsuprea 1) 80-81.
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