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The cults of Ituraean Heliopolis {Baalbek)
Andreas J. M. Kropp

An arhiee abou! the gods of Heliopolis requires some {ustification The “triad” of Jupiter,
Venus and Mercury has been studied extensively, with a3 emphasis on its alleged Egvplian or
Semitic roots arnd character, but the available evidence iliterary traditions, inscriptions,
wordgraphy} dates well into Koman Imperial times and originates in loral anteuarianism of
the Secord Sophistic. Tn the case of Heliopolis, inferences to pre-Roman lunes are parceularly
nazardous since i sufiered a major diszuption with the settlerment of Augustus’ veterans and
the creation of the colany of Bervtus in 13 8.C, a dsruplion which seemns 1o have affecied all
aspects of religious life. Thos the garly days of the city and its cults are largely unknown |
argue that the “Hellenistic” period ol Heliopolis is not yuite as murky as usually assumed,’
since some light can be shed on the religicis outlook of the Tluraean 1etrarche of Chalkis,
masters of 1he Bega’ and hugh priests of Hekopolis far much of the st ¢ BC. New findings on
the coirage of the tetrarchs, combined with evidence from sculpture, archirerturs, epigraphy
and literary spurces, can show that the gods of the lturagans were inore inlimalely linked 1o
the famous gods af Haliopolhis than previausly thought, and that the religious ambitions of the
tetearcls of Chalkis played a vital c8le in the development of the iy and its cuits.

Tetrarchs and high priests

The telrarchs of Chalkis were among the most powerful of the many local dynasties to seize
their share of the disintggrating Selewcid kingdom, al a Ume when the Nabalagans and Has-
monaeans, and later Herod the Greal, divided Lhe southorn Levant bebween themselves {iig.
132 Porvoey elevazed them Lo the slatus of “friend and ally of the Roman people” and left
them Lo admirister what were considered cultural backwaters, pamely bl Lebanon, Hermor,
Antilebanor and (ke Brya' valley in belween, as well as the Hauran (kg 20 Judging from their
persanal names, the lluraeans may have orginated in an Arabic-speaking miliew? and (as the
serm “Arab” among ancient authors oflen inplies®) they arg described a5 nomads and brigands
posing a threat (o civilian tie. Their rendswn as archers (a shill which wonld suppest a nomadic
arigin} was recognised by Mare Antony, whao enrclled them as bodyguards — muoch 1o the
dismay of Cicera (Why do you bring ltvraeans [»iw], of all teibes the mest bavbarous, down into
the forum wilh their arrows?'%)

The telrarch Plolemy, son of Mennaios, ruled from his stronghold Chalks sub Libano® (unlo-

1 See, eg. Hajar 1995 {infra n.33) 177-85; id. 199D {iedra r 290 2459-61,

1 ). Aliques, “Les luzéens el la présence arabe au Liban du: lle siecle a.C.au IVe siecle 20,7 MIRIS] 56

(1999-2003) 161290, provides a derailed Fistory of the Iuraeans, mainly based on lderary and

epiyraphic malesial, See also B Schiirer fedd. G, Vermes, T Milar ued M. Goodmand, Tie histone of the

Tennsh peoply i the age of Jesus Chrst {Edinceegh 19230 vel, 1, 56173 see also U, Kabested:, Surische

Terrtoren i Hellenistiooher Zeat (Borlin 19260 £8-91; G Sehnits, “Zum Korgrech Chalkes” Z0PV 98

(19623 110-24; W, Schottreff. “Dee Waroe,” S0PV 88 019628 12552 E A Knaul, "D Bigrramomen der

Imarder,” Bibliszhe Motizen 21 (1983 4147 and " The Turaeans: another Bediin stake,” o H Seder, T

Scheffer and A. Meuwirth (edd.), Baafber, Lnage and peovconset JESE-1008 (Statgars 19981 28573 K

Bulcher, Raman Syrizand the Mear East {Loncon 2003 Gl

Krau! 19873 and 1998 jkid.; Aligeat (d. 1E5-9L

1+ M. Moedonald, “Les mrabes en Syrie’ g Ta pénitrabien des Arabes en Syrie’. A queston of
creeceptions?," in Tops) Supp & (L33 305-18

5 Cic., PRt 244 11%; see also 2309 13818

& Founded 2y “Monikus the Arat™: Steghen of Dyzantem s "Chailes [4)7 The name bonikeos is
otherwmse urettested and most scholars (foilowing A M. b Junes, The sitees of dae sastern Raman
arswintees [2ad edn., Oxfurd 1371] 254} armend 11 10 Mernains, the father of Plalemy. However, Thllox
“lamblichos de Chalvis,” Cvctrierernere des phafacsphzs anbigies [I[ ¢2007) 326, P L. Galwr, “La
arincizaute d Abiia So Lysanas dars PAntbban,” Dessivrs de PArchéelogie 176 (2002-3) 121, and
:Ahqu(:rl ‘supra 120 227, would all read blanimos, ancestor of the thilnsopher ambiichus of { kalkis:
see Photivs. Bif cadex 181, § 1, The sugpestior iz pilausible it istead of Chaikis ad Belum ore selocares
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