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Quarries in the region of Aphrodisias:
the black and white marbles of Goktepe (Mugla}

. Attanasio, M, Bruno and A. B. Yavuz

The ornamen:al biack stones need in Koman tmes are commonly called nere anfroo, bigio
marata and Fiyis antice, following the nomenc ature establisked long apo by stonemasaons. The
names do ol provide any hint as to ke geochemical palure of the materials or their places of
origin, but they are quite appropriale to describe the macroscopic appearance of the stones.
Accarding to Faustine Corsi. who pionerced the study of decorative stones,! bigle morate and
nero antice are rather simidar dack grey to black stones which, owing Lo their extremely fire-
grained texture, attatn a guasi-metallic shine after polishing: the black hue of igie maorate 1z
less pronounced. resembling “a black stone slightly covered by dust”. In contrast, Bigfr anticn
a medium- o coarse- graiced marlkle exhilitng difierent shades of grey and various mottled
effects. Bigio antia is wsually a true marble, whereas bigio morats and rere antiva are mostly
imestones, although the discovery of the Gokwepe marble quarries proves thal tis 5 nol
always the case.

The analyses carried oul seme vears ago on theee agee actioe statues in the Capiloling Muse-
ums, the Zews and Acsculapies from Arzio and the old centaur from Hadrizn's Vilia at Tivoli,
confirmed that they were made from the same type of stone, but its provenance remained
urkrown.? Cape Tanaron in the Peloponnese could e excheded ecause only small outerops of a
crystalline black mazble (o bigio antico, rather than nera wtics) have been foand there. The
hope was expressed at the tirme that further restarch might find quarries of viero antico marble
in the region of Aphrodisias, 25 suggesied by Lhe names of the Dwo sculptors identified as
Apbrodisians who signed the Capitoling certacr.

Quarries discovered in 2¢05 on the Anatolian plateau near the village of Chktepe (fig. 13,
c&0 km noetk of the city of Mugla ard no more than 40 xm {as the crow livs) from Aphrodisias,
seem to kave solved the problem of tw ongin of rere anlice, while also bringing a new surprise.
They did not produce only rera artica but also small quantihes of a lithotype thal can be
defined as bigio morate and a very firg-grained high-quality while slalwary marble very
similar to the store quarried at Docimium, from which if can hardly be distinguished. The
discovery of this white slatuary marble, which was guarried on a much larger scale than the
other bwo varieties, revealed the potential of the investigalion: that was slowly unlolding; the
link with Aphrod:sias, based also on the initial results of lests carried out on samples taken
from the three rerg antico statues mentioned above, has been extended to include many other
statues produced by soime of antiguiry's most renowned ateliers, those of Aphrodisias The
systematic surveys catried out at the Goktepe guarrying sile since 2005 have permitted the i
depth sampling of ail the major querries ideatified to date, eslablishing 2 database ard
detailed maps thal provide a picture of the gnarries i Lheir present state after being parrally
ablilcrated by quarrying operations at the end of he last cenbiry?

The Giktepe quarries hie an the Cagillar plateau® sorme 7.6 km south of Lhe village with the
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i The platzaw, at 2930 m asi. corsists of the continuation of the slapes of Siver Tepe {1153 m kigh) o the

© Journal of Roman Archaeology 22 (2009)


https://journalofromanarchaeology.com/contact-us/



