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In mercrigm Joachim Werner (199.94)
The Tetrarchic fort at Nag al-Hagar in the province
of Thebais: preliminary report (2005-8)
Michael Mackensen

For decades. syslemal archacological research om Late Roman fortifications in Lhe Upper
Egpyplian provirce of Thebais, as well as in the Lower province of Aggupivs, seemed to be
largely negleﬂed even though the preservation of signal lowers, forllels, fons and foriresses,
mostly of mudbrick, was :n places exceptional. As background to the present report on Lhe
resulls of thege seasons of fieldwork al the Late Romen forl at Nag al-Hagar near Aswan
{Upper Ligvpl), previously (1984-89) uncovered in parl and of special interest because of its
resideniizl palace, it seems vzeful to gree a bnief overview of current research al other Lale
Roran mililary sites in Egypl (fig. 1)

The Diccletianic forl of Disrpsias/Qasr Qarun? at e W fninge of the Fayum was almaost
complelely excavated ir 1944-30 by a French-Swiss team @ It provided the ground-plan of the
fortification. and various mrenar oldings uzed by the garrison afa quinta Pracleciorune (Nol
Dig. Or. 2834}, Further fieldwork on Late Roman military sites i Tgvpt mosily depended on
the efforts of a tew individuals ? In this context belongs the work of P, Grossmann on Late
Roman struchures in the courkbyard of the Ptolemaic-Roman temple of Chouemn o the isiand of
Elephantined A seties of multi-phase, two-storeyed buildings excavated 10 the eatly 2ith <.
be presumed te be the barracks of a small fer,>budlt early an the second quarter of the Sth ¢t
for the cehars prima feliv Theodosiane {according lo Mar Dy, O 3164, this unit was
garrisoned apwd Eiephaniimem),

The situation improved from the 19305 due to rescarch an the Tetrarchic fortress of legio
tbertie Diioclelinna built al Thebas /Luxoz (Mot Dhg. Or. 318)7 wilhine the femeass of the
moaumertal ternple of Amuon erected by Amenhotep 1] and Ramses 11 1 was published by J.-C
Golvin, M, Reddé and . Wagnf.-r.“ in Lower ligypt, architechizal docurentation of the 5 and &
gales of the high standing curtain wall and gate lowers of lhe foriress of lepe ferte-
decima Gemira al Babilgwa /OMW Canzo (Not. Dug, O, 2815 was conducted by Grossmann
between 1990 and 1994.% Based on typological criteria {n partic.ar, the ground-plan of the
projecting U-shaped 1owers of the 5 gate, together with its postems and ils ward-like inner
courtvard), he assumed a construction in the context of the Dioclelianic re-organisation of

1 Inthe text the spelling of the Egyotian or Jordanian site aames carreszonds 1o those mostly empleved in
the relevant archaeviogrical lrerature, alib.ough Larm well aware that these simplified ranscriptions are
nob corredt from an Arabist's point of view,

t Schivartz 1949

Ot othe surmmary on mekitary fors (oastaa) by Grossmann 2002, 35160 (s 123-89; Bornet el Valbelle
N, V¥ -4, Mackensen 2003, {5 also Reddd 2007, 23553, for the develepment of mid-Romac fortlels
A some cossideation of the Lale Roman development n the Eastern Uesert: :d, 1999

4+ Crosavann 1980, 75, capeaally 21-29 po, 26: id. 2002, 357 &, b 156,

5 But see the enboism by Arnold 2333, 20 0 and 44 [ whe sugpested 2 parely civil character for the
standar dised cwlti-storeyed bouses iothe couttyard of the Chnom temple (Grossmann 1995, 21-28).
Gepasmann 2002, 357 0 717 gives o different interzretatron I should be observed that rnere is neither a
tecogmizazle headquarters-building (prencipin} nor & residence (practorim) for the commander
{pragfectaz: wor characieristic storeraoms (horrei) for the unit's faod supply.

8 Grossmann 1980, 26-29. For the revised dating of the papyrus Leiden Z., the leler of Appion, bishop of
Suerte, asking Theodosius | and Yalectinian I} for military suppart against the incursions of the
Blemmyes, ard for an carher dating of the forl {which w25 probably built in the Jate 3the), ef Arnold
2003, 22

7 A Drospolis Meyma i or aoound the temple of Amun-Be at nearzy Karnak there mught have been
inskailed a second farl For the eiqeifes sogittarf indigenae (Nar g (e 3137}

8 Tlbapniz et ol 198 Gubvin and Reddd 1585,

q Grossman £ gl 1995 123, of all 1958, © Journal of Roman Archaeology 22 (2009)
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