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A mosaic of Aion with the Seasons at Masseria
Ciccotti {Lucania) and its 3rd-c. A.D. context

M. Gualtieri with an appendix by S. Ferrari
MNew evidence an the Roman villa in 5 [kaly

lLess than bwao derades ago A Caranding, in the contest of an overview! on rural landscapes
and the devetopment of villas in the Italian penmsulz between the 1st and Jrd . 4D, oropased
classifving vilias m hwo distinel calegories: wile certrali? and wille periferiche, Such a classi-
bication was based primarily, as he kimself underlined, cn a peopraphical criterion set foris by
the agrimgnsares, whir establish a clear distinetion eetween the suburbeda regio Ttaliae and
the longingua regie” The classilication entailed, however, fundamentat differences o the
economic function, labour orgamzation and, presumably. the lay-out and architectural develop-
ment of the bao :}'Fes.* In spite of some mitial reservat ans,” ks formulathion and some of the
argumments upon which il is esed have been insloamental e cinderlining Uwe snguestionable
ecglonal conligurations of Hhe “villa phenomenon’ in the peninsula, and both large-scale
excavabions and systernatic surface surveys conducted since tha 19802 have sarved 10 highhpht
the varied regional articulations of the ltahan courtrysde.®

in a shghtly later paper,” Carandini re-examined the classification of villas with a more
specific reference o the 5 parl of the peninsula, especially Apulia and Lucania. In the face of
the fragmentary archaeological evidence then available from roral sites in that part of the
peninsula,® ke coneluded that it is especially in 5 flaly that a type of wille perifericn would
masl profably have been the prevailing lype and have displayed ils peculiar characlerisrics.
Nevertheless, he ackrowledged the meed for caution? in taking such a clear-cut distinchion st
tace value.

Sobsequent research and recent viila excavations, especially m Lucania and Apalia,'®have
documented mary exanples of villas whick would hardiy fit inte the categary of wilfe per-
ferica. The spectacular example of an arriam-peris:yle wiila at Termitito'™ near Mclapontum,
dazed to the Late Republicar perivd and new suificicnily well documented, testifies o the
orecucious presence ina remeole pact of Baly of the type of pilla centrale that followed closely
the model ©f the so-called “Varronian’ villa,® popular along the Tyrheran side of Elnwia,
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¢ Of which Settefinestte 15 an emblemate case study, swing 1o Uw extensive and systemalie excavabons
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1 & Tecent overview, with parbicular reference W loter Roman villas, is grven by O Sfamend, Ville
residanzialy pelt Toelia tardrarncg {Bavi 20067 TU-20.
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§ A notable exception was the wlla at San Ciovannd di dush, which, bowever, pertains mostly 1o the
[ate-antique peried.

4 Carandin {supra n?) 242044 _

16 The San Giovann di Buoo excavations paved the way for a fine of research not previgusly developed
ine these regions, The searce excavetion data from the Brefri) iCzlabra) in Regie I f_ms peen well
analyzed Ly A. B. Sangineto in E. Lo Cascio and A, Sorchi {edd ). Mocaisid mzediative & sirnfthie
agrare nell” Mol mescidionale ae eld roreane (Bazi 2001) 203-43,

11 A, D Siena and L. Giatdirg, “Trasformazioni delle aree urbane o del presaggin agrans in eth romana
nella Basiticata sud onestale,™ ibid 153-30 and fig. 17,

17 Sew, however, ™. Tercenalo's reerarks cautioning scholams against applyny such categories, exizapala-
led rom Yiterazy texts, o examples ol villas arcracologically cocomented: “"The Auditoriaom sie i Rame
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