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The man in Turia’s life,
with a consideration of inheritance issues, infertility,
and virtues in marriage in the 1st ¢. B.C.

Hugh Lindsay
The inscription, its background and rle as commemoralive monument

The mseription known as the Londafio Tirvige [henceiorth LT3, although far ITrom complete,
is one of the longest surviving commemarative lexts fram tie Roman world,' About Falf of the
original las been transmitted Lo us, IIs lorm as a Javdatio in honour of 2 wieman generates s
own inkerest — one of only three survivars in the genre, and by [ar Lhe langest and most cetail
cd. The lepdatr stzrted as a male preserve, but Mad been extended o women in the Late
Feopublic.? Fealures of he presentalion in the second persor directly ta the recipient, i the s
cali du-stil, have bren noted. Ore of the probleme presested By the inscriplion is its relatios-
ship 1o the place and cerermony al which ke speech was delivered, Tt seerns alien to the public
cantext of the Roman forum, where Polybius oullines the ralere ol coctemporary ¢lile
commemaration” The speeches were pencrally addresced to the populace as Uuintes, but the
du-8H b alse feand an the Augustan speech n honour of Apnppa? which, Like the LT, iz
addressed directly Lo the deceased. W Durry suggested thal the high stalus fandaiiz, with its
pubdic colearation of family and prestige and its resulbing political smpoertance, grew out of &
private funerary ceremony with relevance gnly for e lamily * The LT could thos represent an
alaloration of ooe of the modest privale ceremonies at the graveside, under the influence of the
pabhe dzsplays i tne forum, The scale and zpparen!y unusuai dynamee of the LT could have
been infiuerced by the activities of the imperial Bamily, a3 exemphiied by che intimate styvle
of the 'miedirtio in honour of Agrippa delivered by Awgustes in 12 B.C¢The Augustan
sympralhies of the male cormemaratnr emerge cleatly during the LT, and anoimperal mode] [or
the commemoralion of gried was al Land.

The LT has loag deen known, bul the identity of the commemorator and cormmemoerated have
been disputed. Apart iromr the more general wark a1 Vallreer,” three complete commentaries
have appeared, moluding i English that of E Wislrand [1976), whick will be usec heve® The
text has been rnuch amproved by (the addition of a substanbial frapment oy Gardon in 1950
discovered ng previous vear in the basement of 1he Museo delle Terme® The inscription has
been made sccessble tooa wide audence by the detailed discussion by N Horstall in 1983, wro
provides such vseful services as photographs of alt the fragments and a reconstruction of how )
was urganiscd and displaved '? There were twa large siabs, 259 m ligly with an overzll width
of 1.68 m {each keing 84 cmk; they are also some 33 incnes thick, and seem to have been
attached (o the faee or (aces of a substantial womb on a waior thoroughfare inor near Reme. The
le[t hand column has survived only in mannscripl copies, bul 4 fragments of the rignt-nand
column are extart, two at the Villa Alhani and 1wo in the Terme epigraphic muosenm.' The
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