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Pastoralism, rural economy and landscape evolution
in the western Alps

Maxence Segard

The srudy of pastoralism in lhe Alps dar.ng the Roman period is 3 complex bopic invalving,
among ather thinps, the evolution of stock-raising, and changes i land-use, The subject alse
coneerns the seale and integration of the roral econemy witnin the comlext of the develapment
of large estares, and the speculalive economy geared leward supplying a growing urban marset.

Animal hesbardey witressed a speclacular intens:ficasion in the Rewnan perod. The great
moverments of livestock in central Htaly, including sheep, domesticated asses, and probaicly pigs
and cultle, decumented by Yarro and a number of mt;r,:plim-: testify 1o the existorce of huge
Hocks and Rerds bBelonging to Uhe most promuwent figures ir Taly, These men expioited the
advanlages of theiv rank and wealth in order to monopolize the Jarge teesiledes of ager
publicust In Procrence, the runersus Roman sheepfolds of La Cran plain, undaulsedly the sesult
of enlreprencurial bvvestemen? by the Foman veberan conmunily of nearby Arles, show that ar
extencive pastaral economy, favorable b mass brecding, was hot uoaigque b ]ml},) Local and
regioral markets in the provinee were probably an incentive to the development ot wool
production ard may sccounl for the introduction of Iralian breeds.?

Drespite the nisiosical assecialion of alpire environments with pastoralism, archaeola-
gcal, rextual, epigraphical, palacoenvizoamental and ethnographic cvidence lor such a con
nechion is nol extensive. Tracing stack-raising schivity in the Homan period reguires gathering
data widely dispersed in space and e, indeed from the Republicar pesiod 10 lare anlicuily,
and Erom the tedilerranean coasl Lo the Vawais uplonds. Moreover, the evidence such as it is
extends well bevond summer flock movemenis? A= [-F. Maorel has observed for central Italy,
maore modest (osms of pastoralism, ailuded 1o by 1w Lalin agronmanisis and someliines observed
in archaecwgacal tielcwork, may be largety hidden by the evidence of large-scale. regulaled
stack-raising ®

It is thus no 5'1rrri~1r- that Eterary soutces p*m'ide scant :nformatwn om pastoralism oo the
weskern Alps Tz, O Latin authoss rareiy mention she Aips, and (heir descziptions consist of a
[ew briel passages mentioning reputed products and he existence of particular types of
livesiock, but these texts are seldom precise and concers the Alps as a whole, Pany the Elder
reparls thal, despile thew small size, alpire cows produced much milk, wiile the HA relates
thal Antoninus Fius may have died alter gorging himsell on Alpine cheese® Of particuiar in-
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