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Lead ‘slingshot’ (glandes)
Tracey Rihll

Glandzs or poiufSideg/nord Bdmivin (fig. 1a) were ordinazily made of a lead alioy and cast,
i sequences of 3 o more, or in trees of 8 or more. into a shane and size that resembles an acom,
olive, or almond nut in s sheil — hence the Lalin name. Qrdinarily they wergh o 3048 gm and
are c.30-40 v long, Sumnetimes they are marked with an inscription or design (in eglicl). From
the large unpublished collection in the British Muscum favatable on-line since December
2008}, and the catalogues of other collections, | have consiructed a database of over 1400 cbsocts
in an effort 10 analvse these objects systematically.

The sample

Clardrs with given weight. which form the backbane of the siucy, come from many different collechons,
the chief seing;:
158 i the Britesh Museam {Grece-Roman Departmert: mostiy seprablished);
— 15%in Rome {Corga collection; Cercheai 1982-33);
— LM pxcavatesd inoand around Olynthus ie the 1930 {Robansen 1941
— &5 in Basel {Visches 18848 o 1R7A)
— 7% the Micosa Museum (Micolacu 1477, 1Y 1IN,
— 74 From Meria (Dhas Arino 200587
— BB forund in and around Miletos IWeilk 197 and
— 48 in the Jithlothégoae Natiomale Pans (Froebhner colecton; el mann 19620

The remander eoe mastly from smaller puthe and prvate collechions. such as 250 the Ashmclear Museum
{Fuss 1974-75) and a similar nurnber in the Canelopocles colection dlmperear 1961), along with 2 few
unpublished finds and small growps in other departments of the Brit=n Museam {Frebisteric and Roran
Bestaos; Midefle Ezstern; Eg}rp',:a.n'IJ.

Addud too were 176 of Zangemeister's Gluwdes plumrbens e imseviptae with wagnts that were not aiready
i the dalabase. They have a sigrafican:ly higher mean, mecian and modal welghlsand a mugk: smaller range
than the sample as 2 whole: they form a resatively consistent suzset, dishinguished not only &y beaning
wnscriptions in Latin, but alse by having a £25% heavier mean weght 2nd a nearty 10% heavier modal
weight,

CHandes pablished without measurements wera nnt inecleded Decause no wseful 2nalysis can be done on them,
This typicaly afects plain glandes, but is trze also of some inscribed specimens.’ Since the obiects are
rgsiles, waight ia crucial,

A steady steam of gltwdes is offered ior sale on eBay imosty Irom s Amencan, Brinsh, Dtch and Gerrran
branches) and :hose coted while I was compiling the dasabase ware ymonced. kost seem o be new ficds by
metal detectorisis in countnes that were once part of the empire Although unsivalified and with urvenified
wmnformation, they should net be ignored. Glardes are Lkely o have been deaosited on batdefields {the kind of

1 See eg, ke mouldillustrated at Empersur 1981, heb.

3 lam gratetul ta ). Ma for information or the locatiun ol this material Maivs {1925} and Segre and
Fugiiese-Carratell: (194351 republished Visher's speamens from Fanires.

3 This:isthe number with length or sveight or both amones: the 35 Hhat e discassed by Dias Ao 2005,

4 A laree collection of 517 specimens has recently seen recovered at Velsen, Diseussion of types [wand
ang distribusicn rmap of lindspots arecnd the foo i green in Basman 1H5; aby Bosman 1553,

s Themcan s the average value; the median is the middle value, with the sime number of ciher values
occumiag either side of 1, the mode is the most eommnm value ina given sct.

o Eg. Munda: Pina Pole and Zanier 2006, 29 Cnly 109 of Vae ¢ 500 gloredes from Dlyninus are i my
data-base because only thas number was published wilh sufiicent details. Even the tota, numeer found
is ar estumale rather than a count,

7 Mo enleies in IS and CIL are nat included in the data%ase; e g, JG K1V 2407 compmises 26 spesimans
for which unly the inscriztion is recotded. This practice contimees into rocen? times: £.g.. Rouillard 1997,
£5-72, is apparenty a ropresentalive seloction of the 90 or s specimens from Chuna now in the Louvre,
Collecrively they are stated to be 3.5 to 3.5 e long and weigh 80 o 100 gm: the {maximum) lergth ard
wid'y of each is given, but not the weght. Likewise, averages ane given for the specimens found at
Camnreal: Vicerte #f gl 1997, 1435,
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