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Haec aurea templa:
the Palatine temple of Apollo and its polychromy
Stephan Zink with Heinrich Piening

The polychromy of Rume's marble temples has 2lmaost entirely escaped us. Traces of colour
have heen observed on marble lemples sporadically but there has never been an archaeom.etric
investigahion of their pigments, let alone 2n attemnpt to recenstruct the colour scheme of a
Roman marble temple.* In the context of a field project dedicated to reconstructing the Palatine
ternple of Apolle, H. Piening analysed several of its architectural marble fragments for
remains of pigments. By means of ultraviole! spectrometry in cambination with archilectural
docurnentation and 30 computer madeling, it was possicle to reconstouct the intricale colour
scheme of the lemple’s exlerior: 3 brightly painted entablature supported by white marbie
columns that were crowned by gilded camtals. The results of the pigment analysis show that
colours wore an ituegral parl of the temple's exterior design: they cnhanced the lepibility of
the rarved ernamenlation but also conveyed the symbriic message of 2 “golden temple”. For the
firs! lime we possess a material basis for Augustan Llerary ceferences that suggest a profound
embellishinent of Rome’s urban texture through the lavish use of gold in sacred architeclure.

Methods: Bauforschung and UV-VIS Absarption Spectrometry

Qur method brings together (raditional azchiteclural documentation {Bawfarsciing) and
UV-VIS Absorplion Spectrometey, a portable and nen-destructive technology that H. Piening
has previeusly applicd in pigment analysis of ancient sculpturc? in combination with 30
compuler modeling {Autodesx Maya soltware), these techniques allow an evidenge-based
apprrosinnation of 1he temple’s original colour scheme and its visual appeararce.

Bauforzchanng
Dwring, 5 licld campaigns (2005 10 2009) the teimple’s surviving foundations and its architec-
tural marble tragments were documented in scale drawmgs. Exlanl remains of the wemple are
scarce buk a fragment lrom almaost every zone of its elevation has survived on site, aliowing for
a reconstruction of the fagade (Mg, 1), As of March 2009, the mest important fergments were:
« acolume base (gither from the interior order or from an engaged halt-column);
v adrum of a (ull column {*he lowest drum of a shalt),
v alower and an upper pan of Engaged Corinthian capilals {each capital was i lwo parls),;
* bwo pieces of architraves the larger from the exterior order $ince its depth matches the
extant capitalsl;

1 Tae B of morutnental markle architecture al Rome that has been subgect 1o systematbic pigment anal ysis
is & short ore; iz includes the mathle sevettnents in the Awla del Codossec (Foram of Avgustus) and a few
prgmienl ttaces focnd on the Ara Pacis (its recently-recorsitucted colour schetne, as présentes by (0
Rassiaiat the eonference L color: di Aupusin® en March 11, 20, remams mostly by Tmll'wllfal} ﬂ'n Ihe
Aujer el Cotossen see L. Ungarmy, Vi sivestimento dipinte dell”Aula del Colossn nel Tora <0 fugustn,” i
I* Liveran: (ed.), § cefori el buwce. Paliceompa nefin soulturg aatres {Roma 20040 273-80 and U
Cantamaria, F. docres ood M. delle Fose, "Indngi:ti scierlifxche dei pigmerti e legandi Selle lastre
marmoree dipinte dell’ A ula del Colasso del Fore di avgusio,” Bid, 25189, Some remains of coloar nave
bper observed at the Temsle of Mams Ulior (eoffers of the presonk: [ Ganzert, Der Mars Uler Tempe!
auf dem Angiistugforum an Rom {Sordersche. 13, DAL Rom 1996) L61-62, B, 22 {annotation ko
drawngzt; on tne cormice of e Temple of Portunus; or ar archatrave of the Tabulatium’; and ar the
{Colosseum see M. Campisi, 7|Vevidenza archeslogica: architertara,” 10 A. Melucca Vaccare (ed.], |
cotorr perdutl Lo policromis nellarchitefturs ¢ wvita scultera clesncs {Avchen Dossier 29, 1987) 42
{witkoud Zocumentalion)

¥ See moat recentiy H. Ticaing and H. Stege, “Pigimen? analysis af the sculprures of the Aphaia Tevnp'lc ol
Aeging,” in V. #nnzmann and R Wunsche (edd. ), Seds o calor, Painfea ﬁ-.uar-hfre q.l’—' szl -'m!u,ru ¥
joexk, cal., Sackler Museum, Hu: vard Univ. 2007} 99 55, and H. Ferirg, "A coloriul legacy: -
cworants of the Alexander-Sarcophagus i stanbal, " ibed 163 71
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