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Burial and urbanism in Athens (dth-9th c. A.D.)

Elissavet Tzavella

Urbamazm in Early Byzantine Athens is generally discussed wilh refcronce to excavation
resulis from the Athanian Agoral In contrast, the bulk of matevial from rescue excavalons in
other paris of the city often awaits consideration. Studies of the Atherian Agora during lale
antiquity impdy (and in some cases explicitly stale} that the Herulian destruction of the Agora
buildings was indicative of the disteptive character of the Herulian invasion on the ¢ity as a
whole and on its evalution. They also make the assumption that the concealment of namismatic
hoards from the later &th c. is an indication of the disruptive impact of the Slavic invasions,
which are known to have accurred during the saine period, Finally, due to its renowned philo-
sophical schools, Athens is often considered to have heen a ‘pagan ciby’ until the firsk third of
the 6th ¢, when the siluation abruptly changed due to Justinian's edict on the dosing of the
schools ino A.D. 529 The latter assumptions rely on the lmited literary sources available, as
well as or: excavated material from the Apora, and exclude material evidence relating to the
Christianisation of the city as a whole,

As the Agora lost its civic and political oile during the mid-RBoman perivd, stiectures and
archaeological [inds from this period should nol necessavily be considered wholly represents-
live of the city’s laber evolution. Athens provides the umique advantage of having hoth a £.1730-
yeatr history of systematic excavations as well as a great number of rescue excavations whid,
due to the city’s rapid moedern developinent, have been undertaken in the last fouy decaces. The
total assemblage of cometeries, their assogiated churches, topography, chronologies, and grave
goods, provide valuable information for the status of distinct areas within the oty, signs of
demaographic change, and religious trends. Moreover, the study of graves as closed archaeo-
logical contexts can offer well-dated parallels to be used when re-assessing finds from undated
contexts. The issues described above are addressed here by considering all available evidence
from excavation teporls on graves and cemeleries daling from the 41h fp the Sth o AD.

Cemeteries in Early Byzantine Athens: the excavated material
Cemzteries nside the Valeranie fand Juskinfanic) woll {figs. 1-2}

AHter being converted to a Christian basilica dedicated to [laveyix "Afnunonsex {the
Athenian Virgin, the Parthenon was also used for borials, mostly of clergy, but also of laymen,
which are: recorded by graffiti on the columns of the temple? Among the 64 burial inscriptions,
dated by indiction and/or vear, Fhree date to the 7th ¥ Four to the Bthd and ten to the 9th o.f
Prior tp 793 when the first deacon was buried there, only bishops had the priviiege ot being
interred around the Parthenon. The first archbishop is mentioned in 841, The earliesl inscrip-
tions of high-status laymen date to £48, 63 and 393.°
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The persor wha died i 963 was 7 chanter. The one who dies in 8% iz named oaly a5 Caobupia, Lo

the wife of a ran with the tisle of spatharics: see Orlandos {supra 0.2} 101, no, 221 Orlandos ibid, 24)

© Journal of Roman Archaeology 21 (2008)

&odn oo


https://journalofromanarchaeology.com/contact-us/

