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A teacher’s dipinto from Trimithis (Dakhleh Oasis)
Raffaella Cribiore, Paola Davoli, and David M. Ratzan

In February 2004 a team from Columbia University excavaling a lale-antique residence at
Amheida {ancienl Trimithis) in the Cakhleh Jasis discovered a poetic dipinte arrayed in 5
columns on a wall of a room sibeated just Lo the north of the residence proper. The dipinto offers
a unique glimpse of late-antigque rhetorical education within a precise physical and culharai
selting. The present article offers a descriplion of the archaealogical context and a text, trans-
lation, and commentary on the dipinte,

A 4th-c. house at Trimithas: the archaeological context {I*. Davali}

The site of Amheidalis localed i the W part of the Dakhleh Qasis, some 2 km south of the
Islamic mud-brick town of El-Casr. The full exient of the anciend remains 15 still to be deler-
mined, but the area under the control of the Supreme Council of Antiquities extends for £.2.5 ke
MN-5by 1l km E W. The tcam from Columbia University, directed by R, 5. Bagnall, has focused
its efforts on the central urban ares and has been excavaling three sectors (fig. 132

The archzeolopical evidence collected to date \estifies Lo the presence of o seltlement in
this area at least from the {J1d Kingdom to the Late Roman period. The bulk of evidence for the
carlicr perinds comes Irom the main hill (Area §) where finds and polsherds of any different
partods were found in complex stratigraphy, heavily disturbed in the Qttoman period, A tem-
Ple dedicated to Thoth on the top of this hill once dominated the setement; complete’y da-
molished, hundreds of scattered blocks testify Lo s long history # Fragmenls of relicds belong Lo
temples from three periods: the first of the Libvan period (23rd Lhmnasty), a second in the Late
Perind {26th and 27th Dynasties), and the Jast decorated mainiy under Titus and Domitian,

The forus here 15 on part of a #th-c, house found in Area 21, in which excavation Degan in
2004 and concluded in 20074 The howse, lpcated in a dense habitation area, is part of a black
bounded on the E and W sides by narrow streets, onto wihich two entrances opened (fig. 2). Tty
plan was otiginally square {1330 m on a sidel; an extension te the norlth then connected the
hovse 1o 2 toom (Reom 15 [hereafter R15]) that was originally part of another building {figs. >
3} The dipinto was found on the wall of this room (see fig. 7). The house was alse connected o
the north with a courtyard now labelled 9 and R1, as well as with ancother building vsed by
the owner of the house a5 a work space. The houwse itself s composed of 13 rooms, of which tme is
a staircase, leading ko the terraced roof, one is a corcidor (R17+R16) leading to the added K15,
and twa (R7, R12} ate entrance rooms. All bul 4 of the rooms were covered by barrel-vaulis: the
main room (R1} had a dome, while R2, Ré6, and R15 had flat roofs of beams and reeds. The kigh
level of humidity has caused the decay of all the organic malerials.

The hovse belonged to a family of high social status, as the aumerous ostraka,® other objects,
and the painted raoms indicate. The decoration of the house wall be the subject of 1ks own study,

1 For the :dentification of Amheida wilk Trunithis, of, B 5. Bagnall and €. . Ruffini, "Civie lfe ir fourth-
century Trimithis. Twa ostraka from the 204 cxcavalions,” 7PE 149 (2004) 143-44.

t  Theexcavation hegan in 2004 with O, E. Kapur @3 azsociate divector; I Blavoli has been lield divecior
since 2005. From 2008 sntvards the mission is joiniy sponsored by New York University and Commbia
Uhriversity, Shor annual reports are available at hitp:/ fwww amheidz org/. A summary of the resulls
from the svasons 2004-6 is also given by P, Davold, "Ambeida 2004-2005, Mew results from the
excavations,” in 0. Kaper and F. Veembuis {edd.), Onafs gipers 5: Proceedings of the Fijth Corference of
the Dakhlel Oasis Profect (fune 20068), in press. See also F. Daveil and O Kaper, “A new temple for
Thoth n che Dakhleh Oasiz,” EA 28 (2008) 12-14; B. 5. Bagrail, P, Davoli, O, E, Kaper and H. White-
house, © BEoman Amnaeida: excavaticg o town in Ezvpt's Dakileh Casis,” Minerea 176 (2006) 26-29.

3 O E Kaper and R. ]. Demarée, “A donation steba in the name of Takelot 11i from Amheida, Daklleh
Dasis,” Jaarbericht “Fx Orieate Lux™ 3% {2008} 1937

5 E Ball has bren the supervisar of the team that worked wthiz house from 2004 to 2007,

These will be published by R. 5. Dagnall and . R. Ruffira i 2 fortheoniog voleme.
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