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A scnse of how this part of the city centre would have leoked in the mid-6th <. is suggested
by the axonometric drawing (fig. 17); it also shows the relationship between the baths and
surrounding buildings. This carcfully werked-cut drawing, compiled after first establishing
reconstructions of the individual structures, was enly possible because of the amount ef their
work the Polish teamn has published. As the baths have furnaces designed for local fuel such as
rushes, onc could suggest that the fucl included old papyri not uniike those previously re-cycled
as mumimny cartonnage. This could explain the wrigin of the legends that the Arabs used beoks
from the library to fuel the city’s baths.

It is hoped that the abave account will previde a more accurate basis for considering hew
some aspects of this famous city might be visualized.
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Appendix: Possible implications of the Egyptian word for Alexandria
John Baines

M. Depauw and M. Chauveau have published primary evidence that the Egyptian name for
Alexandria, #3- -qd(t), vocalized approximately Ragqote, means roughly “"Constructien (sitc)”,
and have discussed how such a meaning could be appreprizic te indigenous Egyptian
perceptions of the city - The name is attested from the beginning of the Ptolemaic period, in the
Satrap Stela of 311 B.C., where Ragete is stated to be the “former (fin#))” name of Alexandria,
which is given an Egyptian hiereglyphic namec as “the lertress (sbtf) of the Dual King
{Merikare selepenamun)l, Son of Re (Alexander {IV]) "2 That name is in an archaizing stvle

M. Depauw, “Alexandna. the buiding yard,” Chrﬁ'g 75 20060 £4-65; \M. Chauveau, “Alexandne et
Rhakétis: le point de vue des Egyptiens,” :n ). Leciant (ed.), Alexuadree, wne mégapoie cosnmpaiile (Paris
159%) 1-10. Their interpretation was o some extent anticipated by | Quaegebeur, “Rakote.” in W. Flelck
and W, Westendorf (edd.), Lextkon der Agyptelogie V (Wiesbader "383) 9C-#1, and L Pantalacai,
“Remarques sur les compnsés de type -, r3-ort r3- - devant racine veroele en Egyptien ancen,” Orignta-
Na Lovantensia Periodica 16 11983) esp 15-16 031, citing J. Yovotte.
For non-Egyptologists it may be useful to note that the optivnal ! in 73- <mdit) is an orthographic element
that would not have been prencunced. Demetic dees not distinguish & and &, and the transliteration used
‘n discussions varies batween the two. For consistency with the hieroglyphic writing, |write -u4 here.

a K. Scthe, Hieragiyphische Urkinder dev griechisch-ramischen Zeit {Leipzig 1904) 12, 1.1 #f original for
the date and 1.4 (o7 r3-~gd(li. The approach of [ Lorton on s point is contradictary: “The namas of
Alexandria in the text of the Satrap Stela,” Géilinger Miscellen 96 (1987) 65-70, [ollowid by A Nibbi,
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