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Sarcophagi in the necropoleis of Andriake,
near Myra (Lycia)

Elif Ugurlu

In April 1997, a brief survey was conducted at Andriake, the harbour of Myra (Lycia), with
the purpose of cataloguing the visible sarcophagi. Due to the short durahon of the survey, the
results do not claim to be comprehensive. This report is intended as a preliminary notice.

The foundalion-date of Andriake is not known. In the 4th ¢, B.C., Pseudo-Scylax wrote
‘there is ne harbour between Phellos and Limyra®, but in the 3rd <. B.C. it is mentioned as a har-
bour.! After the death of Alexander, Lycia came under the control of the Ptolemies. In 197 Anti-
ochus III of Syria captured Tycia, and Livy {37.15.6) reports that he took Phaselis, Limyra,
Andriake, Patara, and Xanthos? The only visible Hellenistic remains at Andriake consist of a
walchiower? In 42 B.C. Brutus sent Lentulus Spinther to collect revenues from Lycia. As Myra
refused to pay, Lentulus had to force his way inte the harbour at Andriake by breaking the
harbour's chain ? In the 1st ¢ A.D, Cermanicus and Agrippina visited Myra and Andriake, and
were honoured with statues erected in Andriake” In 403 &0 St. Paul changed ships at Myra or
possibiy Andriake.® Trajan visited in the early 2nd c. and decided to eniarge the port facilitres,
which were completed by Hadrian who also visited. Some of the main buildings (e.g.. the
granary} have been dated to this general penod. The site continued toe be important in late
antiquily as grain shops from Fgypt to Constantinople stopped off7

There are three main necropoleis at Andriake (fig. 1), The 5 and N necropaleis liv on either
side of the harbour, while the upper necropolis is on the W side of the site, near the
Hellenistic watchtower. Although we have not located any tombs earlier than the Moman
period, the site abests to the survival of local bunal customs intermingled with cthers. The
sarcophagi of Andriake may be broadly divided into rock-cut and freestanding containers or
cheosts, Most of the sarcophagi are of the Lyeian type, which iz quute distinctive and generally
comsists of thiee parks: a base which was oiten used as a second grave-chamber (Unocdpov)
intended for a slave or dependents, the container fur the owner of the tomb, and a Lycian 1id.® In
the Koman period, Lycian sarcophagi become smaller and simpler.

The upper necropolis

In the upper necropolis, the sarcophagl are carved fram the naturai hinestone rock, Some are of the pego-
odpiov {flat tombr} type, sunk into the rock face beneath the upen sky. The lids are typical Lycian examples,
with low carving, and the chests are higher than the lids. Only one sarcophagus has retief carving: it has bull
and lion: heads projecting on the lung sides of the lid, while on the short end 15 2 male bust, possibly the vwner
of tre tomb. All the pther lids have a cube-like peojecting part un the long sides. The short sides of the lids are
usually separated by a lattice Framework imitating wouden construction. But some of e lids are nnt separa-
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7 The mentian of Andriske and not Myra may indicale that by the start of the Ind o B0 Andrake had
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3 The walchlower is quite sitralar to one ab Praselis: see [ Schaler (ed.), Praselie. Beflrige hr Tepogra-
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4 There have been various discussions un the onigins of thiy type of lid; some think that wooden Lvcian
house canstruction influenced the lids, white others see infiuence fram. their seafarimg tradition. Cf. K.
Ejeldsen and J. Zahle, "Lykische Graber: Ein vorliufiger Bericht,” 44 873, 335,
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