This is the first page only. On how to acquire
the full article please click this link.

The Roman odeion at Epidaurus
Klimis Aslanidis

(ut of the more than %00 known ancicnt theatres, only 48 can be securely identified as roofed
theatres or odeia. A full understanding of them first requires the detailed publication of indi-
vidual monuments. Because many stch sites have been cebuilt in modom times in order to host
cultural events, we should pay pacticular attention to odeia which preserve the best evidence.
The odeion at Epidaurus is one such, and constitutes a fairly typrcal example of a small Roman
roofed theatre, I is a rather small building of limited aspirations but ils spatial organization
and its main features are clear. Although built in a much later period, its gereral shape 15
reminiscent of llellenistic assembly-halls; to some extent this is the result of the fact that it
was [ntegrated within the peristyle courl of a Hellenislic building. Through its successive
phases it also reveals aspects of the history of the sanctuary of Asklepios.

The odeion was first studied by P. Kavvadias in an invaluable reportt hat presesves ovi-
dence since lost, including photographs taken immediately after its excavation that show it in
a considerably bebter stake than it is today (see figs. 2-3 and 7 below). His drawings comprise a
plan of the whole building (fig. 1) which does, however, contain so1¢ MIRGT £rrors, a fine plan
{fig. 8 below) of the mosaic of the orchestra (which is now covered vver), and two seClions.
Other schiolars have discussed the building subsequently and have added come details.”

Drescription
Spatinl organisgtion

The Odeion was erected within the peristyle cowrt of a [lellenistic *gymmnasium’ or banquet-
ing Rall? of the late 2th ¢4 after it had fallen, at least partially, into dercliction {figs. 1 and
43, The centre of the 'gymnasion” was occupied by a square court with a Dorie colonnade surroun-
ded by rooms of vativus sizes. The Roman odeion incorperated the whale of the N and W and
part of the T colonnades of the court (fig. 1), using the stylobate of the sarlier building {fig. 5
as a foundation for 3 of its 4 main walls, and re-using the colunns of the peristyle {fig. oa, ¢-d).
Economy was doubtless the reason for erecting the odeion in this particular location. That
would not have been possible if the Hellenistic building had not been destroyed or abandoned
since the odeion completely changed its architectural design and re-used many of its architec-
tural members for building its walls and buttresses.™ It #s possible that the IN and W wings of
the Hellgnistic building remaincd in use simultancously with the odeion, as the pottery seems
tr suggest.s R, A, Tomlinson suggested that perhaps unly the peristyle rook had to be demolish-
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