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Archaeological reports and notes

Legio VIl Gemina and its Flavian fortress at Ledn

Angel Morillo and Victorino Garcia-Marcos

After Legio X Gemina moved to Camuntum in A.D. 63, the Spanish garrison was left with one
legion, VI Viclrix, stationed m Ledn, accompanied, according to Suctonius {Galba 10.2), by 2
alae and 3 cohertres. The Spanish troops played an active role in the uprising againsi Nero by
Galba, governer of Tarraconensis. After Legio VI Victrix proclaimed him imperator, he pro-
ceeded to raise a new legion before moving on Rome. The new legion was numbered VIL follow-
ing after its parent VI Victrix, and this was the origin of the future VII Gemina! Two tomb-
stones’ found in Villalis allow us to establish the exact date on which Legie VT received ils
insignia: june 10, AD. 68.7 it was known at first as the Gafbwna {Tac, Hrst. 286 and 3.7, 13, 21}
and Hispana (Tac., Hist, 1.6).* While Legiv VI accompanied Galba to Rome, ibs parcnd, Vi
Victrix, remained in Leén, contralling the gold praduction in the northwest, on which the ambi-
tions of successive candidates to the purple doubtiess depended ® Only in the wter of 63/70
did ¥I Victrix along with other units leave Spain for the Rhine, as a result of the Batavian
revolt under julius Civilis, though some kind of garrisun must have been left to watch e gold-
mining districts.

Meanwhile, Legio VI Galbiana would be sent fraom Rome to the Danubian jimes, and then,
after Galba's death, it returned to Italy. Under Vitellius it went back to the Danube briefly,
where it supported Vespasian and came to participate in the second battle of Bedrinium near
Cremona. It was as a result of its heavy casualties in that bartle that it received a contingent
from an undetermined legion, which led to its name Genting (Tac, Hist, 3.22)% for in ¥3-74 it
was in Germania Superior with the epithcts of Gemina and Felix.” It may tave returned to
Spain at the end of 74, but the first references tu its stay there appear only in 748 It tock aver
the spot of the vamp of Legio VI Vietrix at Ledn, and from then o its permanent operational
headquarters would be Teom, whicl it abandoned on only 2 few pocasions. This cholce, i the
samec Asturian territory where the main troop concentration had settled n the Julin-Claudian
period, and on the sile of its parent’s base, points to the continuity ol military goals, The main
raissions of the army deployed here were to watch and control the gold mines {then working at
full capacity),® maintenance of the associated roads,1? and to give technical support wath the

! Ameng the ebundant literature on the creatiun and history of Legio Vil. see especially E. Ritterling,
“Legin,” RL X112 [1925) 1630-41; A. Garcia v Bellide, “wacimiento de b Legio VI Gemina,” Legio Vi
Gertna {Ledn 19707 303-30; 1. &, Roldan, Higpartia y el efércily rottang (Szlamanca 1974: 201-4; . Le
Roux, L'armée romaine et Porgamisation des provinces ihérigues 4 Augiste & Vinwesion de 402 (FParis
1982) 151-53. F. Matilla, “La Legiv VH CGeming y Ledn,” Lancin 1 (1983) 263-71: ). M. Abascal, “"La
legia VIF Gemina. Balarge de investigacién y parspectivas,” in Actas [ Congrese Inl Astorga Romana
{Astorga 19868} 317-28; A Marillo, ‘Lepie VI Gemina”. Los camparentas renumes de Legw (Ledn 2003) in
pECSS,

z A third gravestone from Leon {Carcia y Belhdo, ibid, 324) may be added.

1 ¢ 11 2552 and 2534; F. Diego, Inscripoivags romanas de ta prevancia de Ledn {Ledn 1985} 51-33, mu 33
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= (. Fernandez-Ochoa and A. Morillu, La tierea de los Astures, Nuewrs pevspectivas sobre fe imgprlanracibn
vomang en fa antigta Astiria {Gijon 1999) 71-72; A. Morillo, "Conguista ¥ estratepia. [l eérato romano
durante el periodo augusteo ¥ julio-claudio en la région seplentrional de ' peninsula ibérica,” 1o id.
{ed.}, Argueciogin Mititar Romana en Hrsponia [Anejus de Gladies 3; hiadrid 202, 67-55,

& Ritterling {supra n.1) 163 H. M. D. Parzer, The Roman fegions (V925; 1993} 99-300.
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% Inscriptions of Aguae Flaviae and Cerncees (Orense): CIL 11 2477, and inscripeiones remanes de Galice
IV 22, respectively.

3 ¢ Domergue, “Dix-huit ans de recherche (1968-1986) sur les mines d'ar ramaines du nord-paest de la
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