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New evidence from tile-stamps
for imperial properties near Gravina, and
the topography of imperial estates in SE Italy
Alastair M, Small, Vito Volterra and R. G. V. Hancock

PARTI, THE STAMPLD TILES, by A. M, Small

Four tiles rccenUy found in the territory of Gravina {Puglia) bear the stamp of the cmperor,
ot of Grates, an imperial slave. They provide new evidence for Lhe beginning of imperial
estates in SE ltaly, and for the emperor's Gwolvement in tile-production, and they add a
significant new element to our knowledge of the topography of imperial estates in SE ltaly:

{1} Fig. 1. bvw, P.1353. Flat fragment, probably of a lenetn, 34-3.2 om thick. Fale vellaw clay {5Y £/4). Stamzed GRA [N/
CAFS[aris wilh impressed letters n 2 rowes. M of shemp frams 3.7 cm; max. pres. L of slanp (19 edge of frarne) 4.5 cm. T1
nf latters 1.6-1.7 con, The missing pant of the lscopton con be restored on the evidence of the stamp to be discussed
sk,

The tile was tourd by T Favia in July 2007 during the excavation of a Roman industria] settlerment near
thwe Musseria Vagnari (fizg. 5). The site, which extends over £.3.5 ha, is locazed in a side valley of the
Basentelle nver, .12 ke WNW of Gravinoe. 1L lay on or close to the ¥ia Appia which fullowed the apper part
of the Basentelo valley in its course betwesn Venusiz and Silvium. ! Lts proximity to the road kelps to explam
the development of the site a5 a centre for the production of tiles i the ficst fwn centunes A1

The tile was found lying in topsoil, immediately above the stoke-hoie of a kiln (2. 63, in an area where
there is a dense seatter of tile wasters an the surface. When the kiln was excavated, numerous other wasters
weerd: fenand incthe il of the combustien chamber and stoke hole, leaving little doubt trat the kiln was used for
biting tiles, especially fegulze. Since the upper pact of the combustion chamber has been damaged by the
pliugh, 1t seems most likely that our Fle waz brougst o the surtace Rom the rdns of the iin by ploughing,

The pale yellow colour of Hwe day, which contrasts markedly with the darker colours of the other tiles
discussed here, shows that the piece has been mis-fired, and a firing crack which runs through the tile across
the ine of break above the stamp and a kttle i the left of it strongly suggests that it is a waster, The obvious
implication iz that it was produced at Vagnars, This is confivaned by inslrumenled seubror analvsis (INAA) of
the clay of the tile carried out by ¥oirerra and Haneock {Appendix 2 belosw), which shows that there s no
significant dilferenoe belween the trace-elements of He day of the tile, and trzose of clay from the edge ol a
ravine adjacent to the site where there are traces of ancient quarrying (figs. 5 and 7).

Radiocarbon analysis of a large piece of charred fircswond found in the stoke hele gives a date between
the late 15t . BC and the beginning of e 2nd ¢ A, for the last use of the kiin? but 2 small wali-sherd of
[talian terew sigittefs found near the top of the fill of the combustion chamber rust have been deposited after
the kuln had ceased tobe used. It suggests that the kiln was abandoned before the middle of the 1st ¢ aD

Trwe letber-forms of the stamyp conferm o slasdard types of e Early Enpire, and the formula slave-name
Cgesaris {without servns) was widely used i funerary inscriptions of imperal s.aves in the Ist o, and
occzsionaily later® Since there is no evidence o show that impenet slaves cver warked in the figleae of
privale ownees ¥ the 1ile works at Vagnae and i all probabaility the village and surrounding estate oo most
have been nwmned by the emperor himsell.

This is the unly stamped tile found su far ol Voagnazi, where 8,600 kg of tie tragments have been sorted
and weighed, It scems likcly, therefore, that tiles stamped by Grabus were normally exported from the site,
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