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Social distinctions and issues of privacy
in the toilets of Hadrian’s Villa

Gemma C, M. Jansen

Roman toilets are the subject uf increased attention.! The first studies concentrated on where
toilets were located, what they locked like, and how thev operated. Then inkerest shifted to
the place of tollets in systems of water-supply and of waste-disposal.? Recently, work i in
progress on how toilets funchoned in the context of personal care and secial behaviour, addres-
sing questions of hygiene.® The present article will consider particularly the questions of “Who
used which toilet?” and ‘How much privacy was available?” For this, the many toilets of
Hadrian's Villa near Tivoli provide a suitable test vase, Planned and built by the emperor
himself, the villa was not constrained by lack of space or shortage of funding, It shows where
one emperor chose to build toilets. Because it has segregated arcas for the emperor and his
family, for his guests, and for servants, it provides an opportunity bk investigate whether Jdif-
ferent toilets were designed for different social classes,® and it provides hints about the
sanitary customs and issues of privacy among the different groups.?

Shortly after becomung emperor in AD. 117, Hadnan began to build a vast palace that incot-
parated new design concepts (including his ownk® It covered 120 hectares of countryside ¢330 km
from the capital. Whenever he was not travetling through the empire he stayed thete or in
the city, At Tivol he was never alone but surreunded by a thousand or maore, including his fami-
ly, friends, members of his administration, persennel and slaves, He also received many visi-
tors, for he enjoyed bangueting and entertaining gucsts, as the many dining-rooms atbest, ranging
{rom areas where many could be received {e.g., the large Water Court, 31)7 to smaller areas
{e.g., the Scenic Triclinium, 17), to intimate rooms for a few (e, the Island Enclosure, 17) (fig.
1}. [lis guests could marvel at the architecture, works of art, and large gardens filled with wat-

i See, for examnple, G. Jansen. “Water systems and sanitation in the houwses of Herculaneum,” Meded Rom
50 {1991) 191-73; ead., "Taintings in Haman toilets.” in . Wi, Moormann (ed.), Tunclional and spatial
enalysis of wall printing (BABesch Supepl. 3, 1993) 29-31; vad., “Private tuilets ot Pompeii: appearance
and operation,” in 5. E. Bon and R. Jones {edd.), Seqrence end space in Fomigef (Oxlord 1997) 121-34; R,
Meudecker, Bie Pracht der Latrine (Munchen 1995); 4. O Koloski-Ostrow, "Findiog sucial meaning i
the public latrines of Pompell,” in N de Haan and G. Jansen (edd.), Crra agrarnns in Campaitia (BAHesch
Suppl. 4, 1996} 79-84.

: See, for example, G Jansen, “Systeras for the disposal of waste and excreta in Roman cities. The
situation at Pomnpeil, Herculaneumn and Ostia,” in X, Duped and [-A, Remola (edd.), Serees Lirhis, La
eliminaadn de residwes en W7 qudad romanz (Rome 2000) 37-49; A Wilsan, “"Drainage and sanitation,”
i 2. Wikandor (cd ), Handbook of ancivnt uater bechnolegy {Leiden 2000} 152-79.

3 A Wilson, "Incurrng the wrath of Mars: sanitation and hygiena in Roman Morth Africe,” in G. Jansen
{ad.), Citra aquani o Saaliz (BAResch Suppl 5, 2000} 307-12, and G. Jarsen, "Studying Roman hy gieoe:
the battle betwesn the ‘optimists’ and he ‘pessimisls”,” ibid, 275-7% A () Kaloski-Osteow, "Cacator
croe malidm): the subject and ohject of Roman public latrines dunng the first cenbaries BC and AL ibid.
189-95; ead., The archacology of saniletien in Reman laly: water, seiwers and foilels (Chapel EHill,
forthcaming}.

4 This therne was alrgady touched upon by Neudecker (supra n 1} 68,

I will not here make wse of anciont bexts referring to latnimes since that woulc require 2 separate study,
The texts sometimes deal with chamber pots or movable chairs, another sopic requiring atlention.
Further, each text must first be analysed to discern any possible Fumoraus tontext or peychological
conmatations. On the texts, see for now E Salza Prina Ricnth, “Lovacra pro sextbus separamd,”
RendEonl ta {1995) 77-111L

o For general informabion on the villa see W, MacDwnald and ). A. Pinto, Hadrian's Vilio and 15 legacy
(Mew Haven 1985} and E. Salza Prina Ricott], Vitle Adviare. I sogrio di nr enrperatore {Rome 2001).

7 The names of ditierent parts of the villa vary from one publication to anotrer. Hera | will follow those
pivan by MacDonald and Pinto {ibnd.}, as marked on fig, 1.
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