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TEMPLUM DIVI TRATANI PARTHICI ET PLOTINAE:
a debate with R. Meneghini

James E. Packer, with John Burge

The sncient sources unequivacally state that there was a temple of Trajan and seem to locate
it north! of fus Colurpn ? Since the late 16th ¢, numerous architectural remains' found there
had suggested to schelars that the temple Hadrian dedicated to Trajan and Plotina, his adop-
ted parents,! had been on the site of the present Valentini palace (figs. 2, 11-12, 18).5 By 1933, L
Gismondi, architect tor the excavations in the Forum of Traian, could graphically restore {(fig.
1} a prostyle octastyle shrine colonnaded on the front and sides, a Vitrovian gsibulotio . sine
pastice {.2.5).0

For compass directions throughout Hus article | assumie that the acteal NW SE axis of the Forum of
Trajan runs N-5.

r SLIA fladr, 19% Trafanf patris femglo -7 Aal Gell, NA 11171 bitdiorhean tompli Trtiand . (implying
that the collechions in the twin pavilions Aanking the Column were, mwirg to theit proximity to the
Temple, sometmes called the “Temple of Trajan Library”. In order to intecpret this phruse otherwise,
Meneghini has suggested that the Temple (wherever it was) may aave had Hankmg archives “oppure
la definizione iemplum Trafant abbla un valore non rigorosamente topografice™ La Rocea 1998, 165
But ta ignore the imposing remaing of the existing libraries to postulate instead the existence of
utherwise wnatkested ‘archives’ seems cumbersome, Under Fegra VI, both the CVRIOSVAL and the
NOTITIA (Noedh 1949, 73) mention the Temple (hid. 84): Templume Tediand of columrafmi {Curiosem};
Temptum divd Traiand el cofiemnam (Nalibia). Avce (1999, 22} suggests a cate afrer 333 for the Mokitls, one
afler 357 lor the Curiosum. Both st the remplion Traigni in a sequence of mencments that beging with
the Serigtum in the Fonim Romanam, continues narth past the Forumn Treiani and ends with the Temple, 3
progression that wnplies that the Temple shixed north of Forum,

1 Quoled in Lanciani 1990b, 137, Piro Ligoric noted the existence in this zone of a “Tempio Hercico di
ess0 Principe, lo quale aveva un portien decastylo di marmo aupnstale ¢ le sue colanne erann sei piedi
nell” himoscapo (1.34 m) et alte cinguantaguatteo {12.06 ) " (died also by Milella 1989, 837

¢ CIL V1968, . DIVIfs b{ALAMND FARTIHCO O {divae Platinas wxorl . PARFNTIBVE SVMe] O WL
31215, Packer 1997, vol. 1, 127, and id. 2000, 80, gives the full text See also Bertoldi 1962, 7; La Bocca
1458, 167; Meneghini 1996, 47-48 and 78 {Appendice 1 by L. Bith and & Colletti); id. 1998, 130, Miczeli
1964, 111-14; Packer 1997 vnl. 1, 127, For the 'official thie’ of the Tempie of the Diving Trajan in the
title ko this article, [ combine CIL V1 966 with Cell, NA.

5 Meneghini 1995, 47-74, ably summarizes and discusses archaeplogicai discoveries m the atea north of
the Column, the site traditionally asagned to the Temple beseath the Valenting Palace and the
surcounding strects (ligs. 2 and 16 here, map: Packer 1997 vol. 3, folio 21). Prow that evidence, scholars
had begun, as early as 1824, to assemble the confectural plan of ac octastyle temple in o rectangular
temnenos. Their details differ consideraly. Lesueur {1823, pl. 2 reproduced in Packer 1997 val. 1, 142
fig. B2; id., 2001, 88) sugpcsts a prostyle shrine on a hagh pod:um. Uggen {1332, pl. 4; Packer 1947 vni. 2,
gl 232 restored a dipteral south porch vnoa low podium; Morey (1835 pl 10; Packer 1337 vyl 3, 133
fig. 91; id.. 2001, 95) posits a similar struchure, this time on a siylobate; Rachter and Gl 1839, pl. 3
{Packer 1997 vol. 1, 162-07 fig. 95; od., 2001, 103} present un amphiprosiyle buildiog with an interior
apse. For Canina (1948, vol. 2, pl. 111; Packer 1547 val. 1,175 fig. WI2; id. 2001, 118} the prostyle
temple, teipteral in front, on a higs podium, has an altar built inte the front stair. Nearly the same,
Guadet's apsidal temple (1867, pl. 30; Packer 1997 vol 1, 187 fig. 111; id. 207, 121) stands on a low
shylubabe, Lanciani {19%0a, pl. 22) reproduces Guadet's temple but sets it, onee again, on an impressive
podium.

¢ Gismondi's reconstraction fiest appeared in Colind 1933, pl. A, facing p. 256, It was based on earlier
scholarship (see nb) and on the then-recent excavation of the Temple of Mars Ultor {plan: Ganzert 1996
vol. 2, Beil. 47). Since the many gray granie shafts found under Palazzo Valenrini (see Table 2 below)
came from an urifluted order the s:ze of that on the porch of the Temple of Yars Ultor (Packer 1997 val.
1, 458-0), and since the Forum of Trajar: ook many of its architectural details “rom those of Augustos'
Forum, Gisrmondi modelled his interior on that of the Temple of Mars Wlter, Follnwing G, Gang 1934,
13526, pl. [ tfig. 3 here}, the L and \W walls of the temenns curved to meet the sides of the cella. Piering di
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