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Glimpsing Alexandria
from archaeological evidence

Judith McKenzie
with an appendix by John Baines

Media coverage of the underwater discoveries in the harbour of Alexandria has resulted in
the impression that much of the ancient city, or at least the so-calied Roval Quarter {the area
ol the palaces). has been lost under water.- As this misconception has been accepted by those
less acquainied with the archasological evidence, an indication should be given of what new
information about the city as a whole is provided by the recent underwater discoveries. It is
alse worth considering what can be gleaned (romn he in siti rermains on doy land of buildings
going back to the Phlemaic period. The archaeological evidence for the ity of the living has
received less attention than tombs.? Recent diseoveries provide more information about the
city's design and architeclure than is generally realized.

The purpase of this paper is to conaider some wstances of what is known about the city from
archaeological evidence, not just from underwater discoveries and recent excavahons on dry

1 Because of limitations of space, only the main references ate given in the notes and orly some aspects are
discussed. More detailed bibliographies and discussion will be found in my book on the menumensal
archilecture of Adexandria and Egypt during the millenniwin from the cify's foundatior. to soon after the
islamic conquest, based on archaenlogieal evidence and writlen sources. | started working on Alexan-
dria in 1953 and my wark on the ook began iacarnest in 1990 This project, directed by myself. is
concerned with the interpretation ot the arrhasolofical evidence and writter. sources for the aty's
architecture and topography, incombinstion with cddevant evidenes oo ebewhere in Egypl,
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