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Worshipping the emperor(s):
a new temple of the imperial cult at Eretria
and the ancient destruction of its statues
Stephan G. Schmid

Introduction

In Greece, as in the E Mediterranean as a whole, the ruler-cult was well established during
the Hellenistic period, but whereas in the Attalid, Seleucid and Ptolemaic kingdoms the same
dynasty had ruled for centuries and the cult of the living ruler and the dynastic cult were stable
institutions, the ruler-cult in Greece, though at first part of the Macedonian kingdom, was
affected by the series of rulers of different dynasties who followed one another in rapid succes-
sion.! This led to a large number of dedications for and offerings by Hellenistic rulers in Greece.
Roman Republican leaders and figures were also subject to specific honours in Greece from an
early stage.?z Compared to the excesses of rulers such as Demetrios Poliorcetes, the well-
organized and at first rather modest cult for the Roman emperors must have seemed a distinct
improvement.? After the behaviour of previous Roman leaders the Greeks were probably
relieved at Augustus’s attitude towards cultic honours, and it is no surprise that the imperial
cult was widely diffused in Greece, as literary sources and inscriptions show. Almost every city
must have had one or more places for the worship of the emperors and their families, but
archaeological evidence for the cult has remained rather slim and the only two attested
Sebasteia or Kaisareia (at Gytheion and Messene) are known only from inscriptions.? The
Metroon at Olympia is the only specific building in which an imperial cult is attested on good
archaeological evidence.’ Statues of an emperor and perhaps a personification of Roma found
at Thessaloniki point to a Sebasteion there.® Athens must have had more than one building
where the emperor was worshipped.” At Beroia a provincial sanctuary for the imperial cult of
Macedonia has been posited.® Yet even at the Roman colony of Corinth, the location of the
temple for the imperial cult is far from clear, all of which underlines the interest of a building
at Eretria which we identify with the municipal temple for the imperial cult.?
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2 Mellor ibid. For parallels in Asia Minor see K. Tuchelt, Frithe Denkmiler Roms in Kleinasien (Tibingen
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s Paus. 5.20.9: ‘A temple of no great size in the Doric style they have called down to the present day
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6 Karanastasi 1995, 210 n.6; D. Pandermalis, Klio 65 (1983) 161 f.
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