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Evidence of demolition and remodeling at Villa A
at Oplontis (Villa of Poppaea) after A.D. 45
Michael L. Thomas and John R. Clarke

[ colaboration willy the Soprintendenza archewiogica di Fompei, the Oplortis Projec: is
condueting an exhaustive study of the excavated remawrs of Viilla A al Opluntis {fig, 1) Tie
project’s wltiinate goal is to oroduce a full docutnentation of architecture, decorative systems,
and finds. The final publication will ‘nelude a detailed web-based caralogue keved o high-
resolulion, ane-to-one digital photograprs masped onle an accurate 30 model of the villa?
Villa A% s somelimes called the Villa of Pogpaes owing to its purported associatior with the
family of Neto's sccond wile, Poopaea Sabiina. TUis well-known for its speclacular examples of
Second-, Third-, and Fousti-5Style paimting? as well as for ils imunerse scale and polential
Imperial comnections, bul despile numerous siraller studies and guidebonks® it has never been
syvstematically documented ard published, Megiect a0d exposure o 1he elements have already
taxen a loll on the fragile remains; despite a vecent ronservation efforl costing 1.7 million euros,
the physival slate of Be villa conlinues W worsers, Wall-paintings and mosaics have deterio
rated significantly since heir discoverv in the late 19605 and 19705, while impropedy siored
and calalogued {inds have heen st or damaped. The project also seeks to address several
questions raised by the remains, including issues of ownership, funcuon, and social hustory,

Fieldwork tq 2005-2008

Priovasy focl of the lieldwork have been the construchon and decgrative chronology. In order
o docement the changing foom of the villa over i3 100+ yvear hislooy, the project combines
slraligroohic excavalion with amalysis of masonry and decorative svstems  Akber initial
archival work in 2005, excavalion begar (20281 with a small spundmyg at the 5 end of Lhe
swimming pool designaled Oploatss Project 1071 on fig, U3 This trerch tested the theory that
lhe pool may have been longer in an earher phase. Fmds included fragments of Tulie-Clasdian
terea sigttlata aloag with mary fragments ol wall-paitiog wedd stueco. A fragment of a Fourth-
Style painting, the lirst of many o come, seeurcly dated this lill layer after AN 45 While we
belicved at ke Gme Cial we may have foand evidenee of an arcess ramp for the pool, we now
know Lhat the pavement was maore likely a work surface poesilly associaled weth the construc-
tion of the E wirg. Inilial analvsis of the painting #nd masonry i 2006 brought to light numer-
ous undocunented examples of struchiral ane decoratve modificatigns. Work begun in 2026 has

1 The Eirg's Visualization Lab {KVE}, at King's College London, directed by R Beachar, 5 working
wich us 1o create thus 30 model KVL kosts a rational arts and humanilies visualization support
network (hitp:/ # 3dvisa.coh kel acuky ndex itm’l working with pariners at the University of Florence
ard through The London Claner (www ardonchartecargh Gl the lalvs work oa the Theater of
Pompey Datkp:f J*“-m-.-h'.pu:nPe}r_r_-ch.kcl.a:..uk} aad 3. Bearsam ard E, Denarg, Levimy fhewtre. Ronme
thegfricalient 1a e doresiic sphere sMoew Haves, forntheonringsh.

1 Theie are three dilberent sites flabeled A, B, and C on what wag believed to have been ancont Chplantin.

1 The coriest dalahle decorason ie the Second-Stybe pairting e sevaral raooms at the villa's central core.
Crur Aty of & construchon-veorker's leerdnn rour 15 fone of the Secand-Sryie rooms) laund eviderce
ol what may have Geen an earier pavement of the vla o

i See, &, A Do Francscis, "La villa romana di Oplostis,” i b Andreae amj] B. Fyreles iedd.), }‘h!w.'q:
Porschumgen ot Pempopr ard don guderen vomr Voswpausbroch 73 n Cheo gerschidttetin 5hadten
(Recklmphausen 1975) 9-38, L. Fergala ard T (5 Guzzo, Oplekfis Ta r.-r..'m Al Povesa {.".’il.a_n 2{}[!]]-
Mare recertly see 3. Ce Caro, "Oplortis,” .o M, 1 fannetta (ed.), Pompen stora, W e arle dalla rr.‘!r:l_
semorta Wercell 2005) 372.98. For analysis of the decorative programs, 5o B DP Card, "&ulr::ur?.‘-i. Fut
the Villa of Poppaea at Oplontis: & prelim:na:y repost” in L. MacDuugall ee.) Ancient Roman ziila
varden: Washington, DuC. 19487 77-123; | B Clacke, The fauses uf Rf'-'??ﬂfi Kiiy, IS_S E'._L'_ A U_z.j{r
{Berkeloy, CA 191} passin, and B, Bergmann, “Act and nature :n the Willa at Oplostis” _u-.lFumpcu.-r:
rothels . JRA Supp. 47, 2022) K120 Alse important s he paleohatanical research published in W,
Tashemsky, The gurdens of Pospeii. Neraianssen and ghe vilas Jesboged By Yesuiins (Mew Hocnele,
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