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The life and afterlife of Constantine’s Column
Robert Ousterhout

For all of its importance to the foundation and history of Byzantine Constantinople,
the Column of Constantine remains one of the city’s most elusive monuments (fig. 1). The
centerpiece of a grand circular forum, the column marked the point at which the new city
of Constantine, as constructed in A.D. 324-330, joined the older city of Byzantion (figs. 2-3).!
The 36-m-tall column, originally topped by a colossal gilded bronze statue of Constantine,
would have been one of the most visible monuments in the city and one that served to
identify the city with the emperor. Indeed, if we look for traces of Constantine in Istanbul
today, this is just about all there is remaining. The column was, I would argue, the signa-
ture monument that established the city’s identity; its forum was the Forum par excellence,
the setting of civic rituals and religious liturgies. Many of the rites to inaugurate the new
capital were held at the base of the column, and the anniversary of the founding was cele-
brated there annually.?

Fig. 3. Reconstructed
aerial view of the
Forum of Constan-
tine (T. Oner).
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