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Integrating survey data for studying the townscape of
Contributa Iulia Ugultunia (Medina de las Torres)
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There has been an increasing amount of work characterizing Roman towns in the SW
part of the Iberian peninsulal! but excavation still remains the primary approach, with only
limited implementation of non-destructive methods. Those methods, however, are open-
ing a robust path for understanding large archaeological sites,> while also allowing an
optimization of resources in planning research. Extensive survey is injecting a new energy
into sites as cultural resources, and this benefits local and regional conditions which are in
need of alternative development policies.

The above considerations informed the design of a specific research program within the
framework of the RITECA II Project (Red de Investigacion transfronteriza Extremadura-
Centro-Alentejo, part of an EU-initiative for Spanish-Portuguese cooperation that encour-
ages links between the technology and research centers of the two countries). The main
point here is the potential of non-invasive archaeological methods to contribute to a global
analysis of complex sites,® which eventually can become a foundation for reconstructing
sites for both scholars and the general public. In the present case, previous work by the
Institute of Archaeology at Mérida provided a suitable case for study: the Roman town of
Contributa Iulia Ugultunia, in the present-day municipality of Medina de las Torres (Bada-
joz) (tig. 1).

Archaeological work at “Los Cercos” and its identification as Contributa Iulia.

Until recently, scholarship on the town of Contributa Iulia focused on its possible loca-
tion and the lack of archaeological remains that could be clearly linked to it. The lack of
material confirmation of its location focused most of the research on questions of topon-
omy and status. The Elder Pliny (NH 3.13-14) placed Contributa Ivlia in Baeturia Celtica,
between the Baetis (Guadalquivir) and Anas (Guadiana) rivers, within the province of Bae-
tica and the conventus of Hispalis (Seville). In 1634, Rodrigo Caro identified remains of the
town in the village of Fuente de Cantos.*In 1845, a local scholar, J. A. Barrientos, began the
first excavation in a place called “Los Cercos” in the municipality of Medina de las Torres.>
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