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The walls of Thessalonica are one of the most prominent works of Late Roman military 

architecture. A complicated structure with multiple phases extending from antiquity to the 

vation and therefore no full publication. Several studies have dealt with various aspects 
of the history and architecture, and there is a long debate on its chronology.1 I intend to 
discuss the dating of the main late-antique phase and the limits of the chronological con-

an analysis of its architectural features from the broader perspective of 5th- and 6th-c. 
military construction in the eastern empire, especially in the Balkans. The walls of Thessa- 
lonica were not a unicum like those of Constantinople, but played a prominent rôle in 

uncertainty about their dating. However, the broader context and parallels provide some 
strong indications for the place of Thessalonica in the history of Eastern military construc-
tion, and even for the chronology of the monument itself.

Late-antique building phases, epigraphy and dating problems: an overview

Buildings, which describes Justin-
ian’s works in the Balkans, is fragmentarily preserved, with the account on Thessalonica 

c.A.D.
received at least 4 major reinforcements by the 7th c. An additional section of masonry was 
built against the internal face of the curtains, and rectangular bastions were added to the 
exterior. Velenes dated these additions to the 4th c., between the time of Galerius (305) and 

2 The most substan-
tial late-antique addition was a new wall built against the external face of phases A and B, 

cal front for the city’s defence.3

1 The principal studies on the walls are the following: O. Tafrali, Topographie de Thessalonique 
(Paris 1913); M. Vickers, “The date of the walls of Thessalonica,” Annual Arch. Mus. Istanbul 
15-16 (1969) 313-18; J. M. Spieser, Thessalonique et ses monuments du IVe au VIe siècle (Paris 1984);

Η πολεοδοµική εξέλιξη της Θεσσαλονίκης από την ίδρυσή της ως το Γαλέριο (Athens 
1996); G. Velenes, Τα τείχη της Θεσσαλονίκης από τον Κάσσανδρο ως τον Ηράκλειο (Thessa-
loniki 1998), and cf. the review by Spieser in Byzantinoslavica 
cations and urbanism in late antiquity: Thessaloniki and other eastern cities,” in L. Lavan (ed.), 
Recent research in late-antique urbanism (JRA Suppl. 42, 2001) 89-105. 

2 Spieser 

necessary.
3 Velenes (supra n.1) 107-35. For convenience, I use the conventional orientations, calling the side 

facing Kalamaria east, the one facing Vardari west, and so the acropolis north and the coast 
south.
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