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My intent is to advance some new suggestions (or rather, to revive some long unfash-

ionable ones) concerning the origins and early development of the Roman town. Two 
under-reported discoveries of military-style ditches allow it to be suggested that London 
originated as a fort where the armies of Plautius awaited the emperor Claudius before 
marching on Colchester in the summer of A.D. 43. The alternative and prevailing view, that 
the city was a civilian foundation of c.A.D. 50, must be questioned. This in turn suggests 
a re-assessment of the rôle of London in the political infrastructure of the newly-created 

vincial government, and a major centre of operations for both army and administration. 

ing works associated with extensive reconstruction in the aftermath of the Boudican revolt 
of A.D. 60/61. 

The discovery of London’s Claudian fort 

Roman London was built atop two hills on the N bank of the Thames, where islands 

This was where a forum came to be built at the heart of a regular street grid, the spine of 

over Ludgate Hill to the west, separated from Cornhill by the Walbrook stream, while an 
extensive suburb developed south of the Thames in Southwark. 

that London was established c.A.D. 50 on the boundary between the ‘southern’ and ‘east-
ern’ kingdoms that dominated SE Britain prior to the Roman conquest. The evidence for 
this comes from the dating of the earliest coin assemblages found alongside the south-

dominance of Claudian copies is consistent with a date towards the end of Claudius’s 
reign.1 The absence of evidence datable to the period of the conquest of A.D. 43 seemed 
to support the suggestion that London came into being in a secondary phase of the prov-
ince’s development. This in turn has given rise to suggestions that the city originated as a 

administration and supply. London has therefore been seen as something apart: neither 
  nI .etis yratilim desusid a morf detrevnoc ron tnempoleved suonegidni fo tcudorp eht

There is now a consensus emerging about the development of the city. Uniquely in Britain, 

provinces within a decade or so of the invasion.2 

1 Perring 1991, 6; Drummand-Murray et al. 2002, 50-51.
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