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The Bouleuterion and its environs 
 in Early Imperial Aphrodisias

Ursula Quatember
Research on the remains of the monumental city center of Aphrodisias has been ongo-

ing for over a century. After an Italian mission began here in 1937,1 work was intensified 
from 1961 under the direction of K. T. Erim of New York University and has continued 
since 1990 under R. R. R. Smith.2 While many of the projects have yielded results for the 
High Imperial, late-antique and Byzantine periods, our knowledge of the Late Hellenistic 
and Early Imperial monuments outside the temple area remains scant. The layout of urban 
spaces such as the Agora or the “South Pool Complex” is owed to the Early Imperial period 
and mostly saw only minor changes.3 But while the general urban plan persisted, the Late 
Hellenistic and Early Imperial buildings were often replaced or remodelled as the urban 
space was transformed. This is particularly true for the area north of the Agora and south 
of the Temple of Aphrodite (fig. 1). This paper intends to re-assess our evidence for the 
function of this space in the Early Imperial period.

The Bouleuterion is centred on the N side of the Agora.4 In its present form it consists 
of an auditorium resting on semicircular substructures with a shallow stage-building on 
the S side (figs. 2-3). Based on inscriptions and prosopographic considerations, the extant 
remains can be dated to the late Antonine or early Severan period (c.A.D. 200).5 The build-
ing was commissioned by one Attalos in his own name and that of his brother Diogenes.6 
Its identification as the council house is based on both its being a roofed theater suitable 
for the meetings of a Boule, and its prominent location in the centre. An inscription of the 
1st c. A.D. mentions the existence of an earlier Bouleuterion.7 Since the capacity of Atta-
los’ building considerably exceeded the number of city councillors, we may assume that 
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