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Since 2002, our team at the University of Jaén’s Research Institute for Iberian Archae-
ology has been undertaking an archaeological research project focusing on the analysis 
of the site of a conflict that can indisputably be dated to the final phase of the Second 
Punic War. Based on the topography, descriptions in the ancient sources, and archaeologi-
cal data, we present the hypothesis that the site we have located corresponds to that of 
the battle of Baecula. In that confrontation in 208 B.C., Scipio the Younger faced Hasdrubal 
Barca. It was a momentous battle, at least in terms of its subsequent outcome, given that it 
could be considered the event that triggered Hasdrubal’s withdrawal to Italy.1

Our research project has yielded information which we believe to be paradigmatic 
in two respects. First, we have been able to ascertain the size of the area over which an 
armed confrontation of this type would have taken place, thanks to the identification of 
determining elements such as the different camps set up for the battle and their sizes. It 
covers the area where the armies clashed, where they were positioned and deployed, their 
movements on the battlefield, and so forth. Second, thanks to intensive sampling, we have 
recovered a corpus of finds that may be used in the future as a reference for the allocation 
of other sites to the period of the Second Punic War.

The present article is a compilation of the phases and results of our project. It offers a 
general framework for understanding the detailed analysis of the identified camp struc-
tures. Recent excavations carried out at the encampment area, where Hasdrubal and Scipio 
will have set up their camps before and after the battle, have revealed the typical evidence 
from a campaign camp — the traces of a stay of barely a few days at a place that was 
not subsequently re-occupied, thereby allowing it to be preserved down to the present 
day. Our work has also had to consider a potential conflict between the philological and 
epigraphic tradition, on the one hand, and, on the other, archaeological research; in the 
present context we do not think that they should be considered as conflicting.

The Second Punic War in the Alto Guadalquivir: silver, copper and grain

The site is located in the south of the Iberian peninsula, in the Alto Guadalquivir, 
a region frequently mentioned in the sources with reference to the Second Punic War, 
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